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Railroad Freight and

Antiques in Warrensburgh
by Ed Kreinheder

Another story about antiques!
Well the antique business has been a
minor Warrensburgh industry for almost
a century so it should go on record.

Usually there were about three
antique dealers in Warrensburgh on a
full time basis; always several as a part
time business, others were engaged as a
part time business in finding antiques
and selling to dealers, sometimes called
pickers. Also a few older or unemployed
worked as furniture strippers or
restorers. Most of the sales came from
tourists or from other areas, bringing a
constant flow of money into town.

The regular dealers had a good
relationship with the tourists and out of
town buyers and would crate and ship
anything they sold. Often crating was
included in the sale or very cheap, as the
labor and lumber was available at low
cost.

Usually customers were
willing to wait and receive articles by
R.R. Freight which was slow but very
reasonable and safe. They were usually
unable to transport things by
themselves; station wagons and pick-up
trucks were not so common then.

The picturesque old R.R.
Freight station is sadly gone now. A
traditional well constructed frame
building of typical R.R. style
architecture. The employees, often only
one in later time, were professional,
accommodating and skilled in their
business.

A set of six Hitchcock or plank
seat chairs could be fitted together in a
crate five feet long by three feet high
and two feet wide. This could be
shipped safely at a very little cost
anywhere in the country. We used to
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Al Leger receives trophy as winner of this year’s Sticky Wicket Tournament

ship marble top chests of drawers to a
dealer in South Carolina where
Victorian furniture was very popular.
We never had any damage. A peacock
with spread tail and about three feet
high was crated and shipped out West
and arrived safely. This was from the
Emerald Pasko’s taxidermy collection in
Warrensburgh. Edison cylinder
gramaphones with hugh morning glory
horns were shipped without damage if
they were carefully crated.

We once bought the complete
front section of a 1912 Cadillac car, put
it on skids and transferred it from our
truck to the freight platform without any
crating or covering. It was delivered
safely without serration or damage to
it’s delicate raditor core. The 1912
Cadillac was the first car in the world to
have a complete electrical system,
lights, starter, generator, battery, and

ignition. [The photograph on page four
showed the complete car with Mrs.
Fisk.] The car was bought from Lee Fisk
who used it for a powerplant in later
years in his sawmill.

Lee had property on Diamond
Point Road. With a steam powered
sawmill, an accomplished saw mill man
could set up a mill to perfection. He
later set up a diesel powered mill at
Stony Creek and was noted as a sawyer
who could get more board feet from a
log than anyone else. To this I can attest.

We also shipped antique 18th
and 19th century grandfather clocks. A
crate had to be built for the case and a
separate one for the movement and
weights. We never had one damaged in
shipping. Railroad Freight was a great
boon to the antique dealers as they could
inexpensively ship from an area where
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