W

$1.00

s}‘\\v\a -}m\\ o “WW“WMW

" E’\ :__ - "::ﬂm-u

e EEZ‘E t‘;-:—:':':‘—

foy - -_-v——‘.F—F-v-'P_-._, .

e
S

A‘_:A

.““"

ﬂw‘“‘“‘Wﬂ%

Warrensburgh Historical Society Quarterly

Volume 11 Issue 1

Spring 2006

FOREST RANGER
Franklin K. Wheeler

by Charles Wheeler

The Famous and Infamous

Emerson Sisters
by Roscoe Hastings

Frank Wheeler — photo courtesy C.B. Wheeler -

Mr. Wheeler was a life long resident of
Warrensburg, although born at the family
camp in Gull Bay on Lake George in
1909. He was the youngest of three chil-
dren. His mother, Bessie, died in 1925
when he was sixteen years old and his
father, Charles E. Wheeler, died in 1952.

He married Ella Paige on June 21, 1930.
Alice and Reginald Needham of War-
rensburg assisted. They celebrated their-
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There are many things that make a town
successful and a place where people
want to live. These include businesses
that provide jobs and products the
people need, schools to educate the
children, churches for worship and
recreational facilities for leisure time.
Since it’s beginning Warrensburg has
been fortunate to have citizens with a
pioneer spirit that have made it the
center point of Warren County. The
names Woodward, Burhans, Richards
and Cunningham come to mind
immediately but no family has had a
greater impact upon the development of
Warrensburg than the Emerson family.
For well over a hundred years they lived
in the community and worked to see the
town grow.

The first Emersons to settle in
Warrensburg were brothers James and
Stephen and their Mother Polly. A sister
Lydia (Emerson) Hall soon joined them.
Albert Cilley Emerson, the son of James,
entered the lumber business with great
success. He later founded A.C. Emerson
& Company and in 1884 the Emerson
Bank of Warrensburg. He was an ardent
advocate for free schools and it was a
result of his efforts that the Union Free
School was created in 1888. Albert and
his wife Abigail (Woodward) Emerson
had two sons, Louis W. and James
Alfred. Louis was elected to the New
York State Senate and later as
congressman representing the Twenty-
ninth Congressional District in the
House of Representatives at Washington.
James Alfred was elected to the New
York State Senate and served from 1907
to 1918. The last Emerson in

Warrensburg was Albert Louis Emerson,
the son of James Alfred and his wife
Margaret Jane (McGregor) Emerson. To
list all of the business and cultural
contributions of this family would take
the rest of this issue and our story is not
about these pioneers in Warrensburg but
about Albert Louis Emerson’s great,
great, great, great, great, great
grandmother and her sister.

The Emerson name is well known
throughout New England. = Michael
Emerson, and his brother Robert, came
to America from Lincolnshire, England
around 1650. Michael settled - in
Haverhill, Massachusetts and married
Hannah Webster.  Their first child
Hannah was born December 23, 1657
and is the famous subject of this story.
Her sister, Elizabeth was born January
26, 1664/65, and is the infamous subject
of the other story which will be in the
Summer issue of the Quarterly.

The Famous Sister
Hannah (Emerson) Duston

Hannah grew up in Haverhill and
married Thomas Duston, of Dover, NH,
on December 3, 1677. Thomas and
Hannah would have 13 children, ten of
whom were living at the time of the
Indian attack in 1697.

The town of Haverhill is located north of
Boston on the border of New Hampshire
and the north shore of the Merrimack
river. It was founded in the middle
1600's and developed into a prosperous
business town due mainly to the deep
river which provided access to the
Atlantic ocean. Before 1690 Indians had
not been a major problem for the settlers
of this community but as hostilities
between England and France grew, both
countries tried to enlist the help of the

L Continued on page 3
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SOCIETY PAGE

President’s Letter
Dear Members and Friends,

At our Annual Meeting at the Merrill
Magee House on February 9th members
present re-elected Rita Ferraro, Marilyn
Hayes, Jackie Leonbruno and myself to
the Board of Directors for the two-year
period ending early 2008. It was also
announced that Delbert Chambers had
been appointed to the seat vacated by the
resignation of Melissa Morgan. That
term will expire early 2007. Delbert was
our founding president from 1996
through 1999 and continued on the
Board until 2002. We welcome Delbert
back on the Board and look forward to
his increased involvement. At the Board
meeting following, on February 15, the
existing officers were re-elected for one-
year terms.

Following the completion of business at
the Annual Meeting we heard an inter-
esting slide presentation about our “not-
so-Puritanical” forefathers by Marilyn
Kemp.

Our Annual Holiday Dinner at the
Merrill Magee House was well attended
by the faithful, and we enjoyed a lively
reminiscence about earlier days in “the
Burgh, as well as holiday music by
Richie and Elaine Henzler of Courtly
Music Unlimited.” In January our sec-
ond annual Photo ID/Sharing Social
brought out some new and curious
friends, partly thanks to a press release
with a 1944 photo from the Museum, of
WWIl inductees. This was truly “living”
history and similar events could be espe-
cially rewarding when the museum .

The Graveyard Walks committee is
working on this year’s event and seeks
both subjects and role-players. Here’s
your chance to “reprise” a notable rela-
tive or friend, or , better yet, to bring out
your own hidden thespian talents, before
very forgiving audiences. It’s rewarding
and great fun! Let us know.

I’m excited about the grant from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humanities.
(See Museum Update.) This is our first
success in grant-writing.

Hope to see you at our next meeting.

Steve

Contributors to this issue:
Frank Bennett, Roscoe Hastings
Millicent Lawrence, Charles Wheeler
Sandi Parisi, Quarterly Editor
We welcome comments, corrections, articles,
pictures. reminiscences, and letters to the
editor. Send to Sandi  Parisi, 115 Hickory

Hill Rd., Warrensburg, NY 12885 or
sandi@countryroadlodge.com

The next Quarterly Deadline is
May 1st

New Members
Ellen Barber, Phyllis Jacobs,
C.C. Lambeth, Brenda Nerber,
Frederick C. Stone, Jr.
Susie West, Lee Wheeler
Edythe L. Wiley, Leila Wood

Board of Directors
Steve Parisi - President
John Hastings - Vice President
Jackie Leonbruno - Treasurer
Rosemary Mabher - Secretary
Delbert Chambers, Rita Ferraro,
Jean Hadden and Marilyn Hayes.

The Board of Directors meets at the Senior
Center, 3847 Main St., at 6:30 PM on the
2nd Tues. of each month. Members wel-
come. Call Steve to confirm at 623-2207.

UPCOMING EVENTS
¢ Thurs. March 23, 7 PM. The Hudson
River Ice Fields: slide talk by Evelyn
Green, local naturalist, at Hometown
Skillet, Upper Main Street.

¢ Thurs. April 29, 7 PM. Artifacts
Night at Senior Center, 3847 Main St.

¢ Thurs. June 22, Life in the Colonial
Arms Lobby and Bar, c. 1947. Recol-
lections of a bell-hop by Warrensburg
native Herb Smith. Location and time to
be announced.

MUSEUM UPDATE

The town’s hard-working crew, under
the able direction of Walt Haas, has
finished renovating the Museum’s main
exhibition floor, complete with new
wiring and track lighting, as well as
office space for us on the top floor.
Plans for a ramp at the rear and bath-
room changes should bring us up to
code. (Thanks to Assemblywoman
Teresa Sayward, the town already has a
grant for this and a feasibility study for
an elevator.)

Peter Wood has built 2 fine racks, one
with rollers to store quilts, the other for
hanging large maps. Aurelie Mas-
simine and Donna Wood have been
organizing the Warrensburg News col-
lection. Rosemary Mabher, Aurelie and
John Hastings have been scanning the
photographs.

We received notice in December that
the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities has granted the Museum the
full $5,000 requested for fabric and
apparel preservation. This covers the
cost of a consultant to review our col-
lection and conduct a workshop on
proper care and storage. If you are in-
terested in this phase of museum work,
please contact Steve Parisi.

A decision on our application to the
New York Archives for archival stor-
age is due later this spring. Wish us
luck!

We are usually at the Museum from 1
PM to 4 PM on Wednesdays. Stop by
and check it out.

Warrensburgh Historical Society Quarterly
Copyright 2006. All rights reserved

|

Membership Information

Individual $12.00 Student $ 8.00

Family $25.00 Senior (62+) $8.00

Contributing $50.00 Business $50.00

Institutional $100.00 Life* $250.00
*Individual Only

Membership is on a calendar year basis.

If you would like to join and receive the Quarterly by mail, please send check for the ]

amount of the membership classification, with name, address and phone number to:
Warrensburgh Historical Society, PO Box 441, Warrensburg, NY 12885.

NOTICE The recording of history is an interpretive and ever changing study.
Therefore, the Warrensburgh Historical Society or its Board of Directors or mem-
bers shall not be held liable for the accuracy or authenticity of the material herein.

We welcome and encourage corrections, comments and additional information.
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Indians. It is believed that Indians

_aascalped their victims.

‘Mis happened because bounties were

paid by the French for English scalps.
However, there were greater prizes when
a live person could be delivered into
French hands. Thus Indians would
capture English settlers and take them to
Montreal where they were turned over to
the French for gifts. The French then
sold the English as slaves. In 1697
Indian problems were escalating in and
around Haverhill.

On March 15, 1697 Hannah Dustin was
lying in her featherbed, in her home in
Haverhill. No, Hannah is not lazy but
instead had given birth to the couple’s
12th child, Martha, only six days before.
With her was a neighbor, Mary Neft,
who had come to help with the baby and
care for the family as Hannah recovered
from childbirth. The other children,
ranging in age from 3 to 18, are outside
playing. The winter snows had almost
melted away and it was good to be
outside in the sun and warmth. Her
husband Thomas was in the field
rveying winter damage and planning
or the upcoming planting season. Out
of the corner of his eye he caught site of
movement in the bushes and realized he
was being stalked by a small band of
Indians. He immediately turned and ran
to the house calling out for his children
to run to the Garrison House. (A
Garrison House was a fortified house
where families gathered for protection
from the Indians.) Bursting into the
house Thomas urged Hannah to go to the
Garrison House. She however
commanded him to leave her and get
their children to safety. The Garrison
House was a mile away and progress was
slow with the older children carrying and
helping the younger ones and Thomas
keeping the Indians at bay by threatening
them with his musket. Eventually the
Indians give up on Thomas and the
children and returned to the house where
the women and baby were being held in
captivity.
Hannah was standing outside of the
house, next to Mary who was holding

qiaby Martha. She didn’t realize that in
er haste to dress, she only had one

shoe. The Indians were milling around
with items they rifled from the house,

including a piece of cloth torn from
Hannah’s loom. The house was on fire.
The decision by the Indians was to head
north and not be bothered with the
Garrison House. Thus the band of
Indians, with their three captives, set out
on a trek intended to take them to
Canada. They were soon joined by
another band of Indians with more
captives. On that 15th of March 1697,
27 citizens of Haverhill were killed and
10 others taken captive.

The travel through the wilderness was
slow and difficult. = The baby was
irritable and crying which irritated the

R

Indians. Suddenly the baby was
snatched from Hannah’s arms and, held
by it’s feet, it’s head was crashed against
a nearby tree and then thrown to the
ground dead. In a state of terror and
shock the little band continued on their
way. Time was of the essence for the
Indians, since the militia would most
likely be summoned in pursuit.

After 15 days the Indians decided to split
into two groups, one of which would go
to Maine and the other, with Hannah and
Mary, would go to St. Francis, Canada.
This group was made up of two warriors,
three adult women and seven children.
Also with them was an adolescent boy,
named Samuel Leonardson, taken from
Worcester, MA, 18 months before. He
had been with the Indians long enough to
speak their language and was considered
one of them. Hannah and Mary were
told that upon reaching St. Francis, they
would be stripped of their clothes and

forced to run the gauntlet, as was the
custom. Before setting out on the next
leg of the journey, the Indians decided to
rest for a couple of.days. They set up
camp on an island at the junction of the
Merrimack and Contoocook rivers.
(This is just south of current day
Concord, New Hampshire.)

It is here that Hannah knew they must
make there attempt at escape. She thus
began to plan her first step, that being to
have Samuel ask the Indian leader how
he killed people quickly. The Indian
was eager to show his prowess and
showed Samuel.  The Indians had
become careless and no longer posted
guards to watch the women at night. It
may be that they believed the women to
be too tired to try escape, or perhaps the
high river levels in the spring would
make escape difficult from the island. In
any case Hannah’s plan was simple.
When the Indians were sleeping, she,
Mary and Samuel would rise and using
the Indians own tomahawks they would
take their revenge.

At the appointed time the three arose and
moved into position, Hannah and Samuel
near the heads of the two braves and
Mary near the strongest squaw. On a
signal from Hannah they began their
grim ordeal. After the initial attack
Samuel and Mary fell back but Hannah
continued her mission. In time all of the
Indians were dead save for one squaw,
badly injured, who with a boy escaped
into the night. It is generally agreed that
Hannah killed 9 Indians and Samuel one.
The escaped squaw had been Mary’s
assignment.

Next Hannah directed the others to
collect what food was available and
taking tomahawks and one musket they
loaded one canoe and scuttled the
remaining canoes. It was important to
get away before the alarm, of their
escape, was spread by the squaw who
escaped. As they prepared to push off
into the river, Hannah had second
thoughts. It seems that she didn’t think
anyone would believe their story.
Returning to the camp, and using a knife
belonging to the Indians, she scalped the
10 dead Indians. She then wrapped the
scalps in the piece of cloth that had been
stripped from her loom. She was now
ready to start for home. It was now
March 30, 1697.

Continued on page 4 ]
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The trip home was slow. They traveled
by night, hiding in the daytime since they
were afraid the Indians would follow
them. Imagine the amazement of the
people who saw them when they
struggled up the river bank at Haverhill.
Their clothes were in tatters and they
looked like ghosts. They told the story
of their escape and displayed the scalps
they had taken.

Several weeks later, Hannah, Samuel,
Mary and Thomas Duston went to
Boston to petition the General Court for
money for the scalps. The bounty on
Indian scalps had run out but it was
believed that, since the family had lost
their home, Hannah was awarded 25
pounds and Samuel and Mary 25 pounds
to be split between them. Hannah was
also invited to meet with Cotton Mather.
It was he who recorded her story and it is
preserved in his “Magnalia Christi
Americana.”

Hannah lived to be 90 years old and on
June 1, 1861, would be the first woman
in America to have a statue erected in
her honor. The statue can be seen in the
town square in Haverhill, Massachusetts.
A statue was also erected in Boscawen,
New Hampshire, in 1874, near the scene
of their escape from the Indians.

Her story has been written by many
others, including Chase’s “History of
Haverhill” and in “Notable American
Women.” Thoreau writes about her in
his “A Week on the Concord and
Merrimack Rivers.” Laurel Ulrich
writes of her in “Goodwives.”

Author’s Note: My Hastings ancestry goes
back to the middle 1600's in Haverhill, MA.
Due to the large families and small number
of people in this country at that time, I am
related to many famous and infamous people.
In this case Hannah Duston is my eighth
great grandmother through my grandmother
Jennie Maude (Cilley) Hastings’ line. Mary
(Corliss) Neff is my sixth great grandaunt
through my third great grandfather, Jonas
Hastings’ wife Lydia Corliss. Elizabeth
Emerson is my eighth great grandaunt.

For more reading about Hannah Duston I
suggest using any search engine.
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Forest Ranger
Continued from Page 1

65" wedding anniversary in 1995. In
1939 they had a son, Charles Bertram
Wheeler. Prior to that, two children,
Franklin, Jr.and Bessie both died at
birth. In the early 1940’s they built a
Cape Cod style home at 31 Fourth Ave.

In 1927 at the age of 18, Frank served in
the “Citizen’s Military Training
Program™ and completed his basic
training at the Plattsburgh Barracks, and
then on for advanced training.

Hobbies in his early life included
hunting, fishing, camping and rifle
marksmanship. In the early 50’s he got
involved in photography as a side
business.

Prior to his appointment in 1946 as a
Forest Ranger, he worked for the D&H
Railroad in Thurman, the American
Locomotive in Schenectady and General
Electric in Fort Edward. He had also
worked for his uncle, Bertram Murray,
who was the first Superintendent of
Highways in Warren County. He was
also a Special Deputy Sheriff under
Sheriff Dick Baker who was also from
Warrensburg.

He served 26 years as a Forest Ranger,
from 1946-1971. In 1946, the duties and
responsibilities of a NYS Forest Ranger
included: prevention of forest fires and
forest fire control; woodlands protection,
which included prevention of illegal
lumbering and wood lot inspection for
violations of the conservation law;
maintenance of fire towers, trails, phone
lines and power to the caretaker’s cabin;
building and maintaining hiking trails
and lean-tos on state land; maintenance
of all fire fighting equipment and
issuance of burning permits.

During  the
“fire season,”
April through
November, the
Ranger was
working  and
on call 24
hours a day, 7
days a week,
for which he

Mr. Wheeler’s Badge

was paid $100
per month. There was no time-off
during that period unless it was raining.

STATE oF N.Y.

RANGERS
HEADQUARTER:

The sign which hung on a tree at 31 Fourth Ave.

There was NO Summer Vacation. A
Ranger had to have a telephone and must
operate his own car, reimbursed at 5
cents per mile. He must also provide
storage space for extra fire fighting
equipment such as rakes, shovels, back
pack pump and portable gas power

pump.

Frank’s district was the towns of
Warrensburg, Thurman and Lake
George. He had two fire towers for

which he was responsible, one on
Prospect Mountain in Lake George and
the other on Crane Mountain in
Thurman. Forest Rangers were a close
group of men and strong friendships
developed with rangers in neighboring
towns. A few of them were Leonard
Truax in Bolton Landing, Owen Kane in

Queensbury, Grover Swears in Ston)’,

Creek and Boyd Meade in Brant Lake.

In the early days the job of Forest
Ranger involved the whole family.
When the phone rang, or someone came
to the door to report a fire or a problem,
it had to be handled until the Ranger
came home. The main thrust of the
Ranger’s job was forest fire control and
to that end, the Ranger relied heavily on
the volunteer fire departments in their
district. The volunteers provided the

man power and additional equipment the

1946 — Chuck Wheeler standing in front of his
Dad’s first Fire Truck, a late 1940°s Ford.

Rangers needed. Again, many strong
friendships grew and the Ranger was







