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Warrensburgh Historical Society Quarterly

Volume 11 Issue 2 Summer 2006
Class of 1956 NINETY-THIRD NEW YORK
Virginia Morey Pike VOLUNTEER REGIMENT

John T. Hastings

Thud grade class photo of Mrs. Aubrey’s class

Eleven of these students were members of
the 1956 graduating class of the Warrens-
burg Central High School. We had won-
derful childhood, adolescence and young
adulthood experiences growing up on the
banks of the Schroon River in the Queen
Village of the Adirondacks.
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Memorial Day Parades, summer beach
trips to Echo Lake taking a picnic lunch
with us, so we could make it a whole day
at the beach. Every year we had a
Halloween Parade. We felt protected
and safe in our environment. It seemed
as if we had the best of everything. In
the winter we went ice skating at the
Recreation Field, as well as sliding down
hill on our toboggans and sleds. We
were never bored or lacking of
something to do. Trips to Richards
Library kept us interested in the world of
knowledge it offered.

In my neighborhood we played hop-
scotch, jump rope, roller skated, rode
bicycles and played hide and go seek.

INTRODUCTION

The Civil War had started poorly for the
Union, having lost the Battle of Bull Run
and the disastrous Peninsular Campaign
in 1861. In the summer of 1862
President Lincoln asked for 100,000
fresh volunteers for a three year
recruitment with which to carry on the
war. His confidence was not misplaced.
The governors of eighteen free States
offered him three times the number.
Youths flocked to enlist for the cause to
preserve the union. From this call came
the organization of the 118th New York
Volunteers or the "Adirondack
Regiment". Among these enlistments
were two brothers, Joseph and James
Hastings, who were living and farming
with their father, Asa, and older brother
Jonas in the northern Warren County
Town of Horicon. In the previous fall,
brothers Rufus and Artemus had enlisted
in the 93rd New York Volunteers. All
four were over 6 feet 2 inches in height
and both Joseph and Artemus served in
the Regimental Color Guards.

Rufus learned that they were raising a
regiment in Washington County but were
in need of more recruits. Since the crops
were harvested and in storage, Rufus was
off to enlist on August 30, 1861. Since
he was older than most of the recruits, he
became a corporal upon enlisting in
Company A of the 93rd New York
Volunteer Regiment and was mustered in
on October 16, 1861. It was not long
after this, November 15, that Rufus’
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