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On The Tracks to planned to construct a spur line Eactory Workers Program
Warrensburgh. The News also re-
Warrensburgh ported that the grading of the road- by Steve Parisi
by John T. Hastings bed had been assigned to a Sandy
Hill firm. Their tools were already If | ever wondered how a

It was the summer of 1904at Thurman Station and work wagold prospector feels when he un-
and rumors were flying about futurexpected to start very soon. Theovers the mother lode, | believe |
railway traffic to the village. Thererailroad bridge was to be locatehow know. The turnout for our
was heavy competition between thgist below the existing iron bridgeFact ory Wor kers fir
Delaware and Hudson Railroad (D &/ost of the right of way had beemyram on Sunday, January 24 was
H) and the Hudson Valley trolley.secured or was to be acquiregionderfull There were more than
The two lines ran nearly parallel tahrough condemnation proceeding$6 people in the standirgom:
each other from Albany to Laket was expected that the railroaénly crowd. Even more important,
George, and many began to ask: wapur would be in operation "beforehe event attracted people for which
the D & H about to take over thesnow flies this fall.” this was a first time at any Histori-
Hudson Valley trolley? And was the However, it was threecal Society or museum event.
D & H ever going to build a branchmonths later before contracts were People in their eighties and
from Thurman to Warrensburgh?  assigned for the construction of thgyen nineties braved the ice and an
Then, the August 18 issue Ofailroad. These contracts stipulateg i f f y o weat her for e
the Warrensburgh News (the Newshat the contractors were undegtories. Twethirds of the people in
reported that "about twenty car loadgeavy money forfeiture to have thehe audience had either worked in
with iron work for sections of thepranch completed by July 3,1905. s h e o f Warrensburgd
railroad bridge and trestle work It is a worthy note that theregries, or were related to someone
needed to span the Hudson Rivenyere plans for the line from Thur\yho had. The howanda-half pro-
had arriVEd at Thurman Stat|0n Itnan to WarrenSburgh "to be exgram held the rapt atten“on Of Vir-
became obvious that the D & Hended to Lake George, therebya|y all, and might have run on for

In this issue Page B%rgﬁlfﬁigglosp C(ierli::i;[ri ftca?ga;[/sgi%another hour with yet more untold

; ' tories. (We hope to have another
Warrensburg Railroad 1| g ryn and a special service to aGmilar ev(ent soorr)L)
Factory Workers ! commodate passengers, WhICB\bbie Davis Hastings, Charlotte
Colored Oleo 5 wou_Id not interfere Wlth the fre'ghtWood, both close to 10’0 years old,
Earthquake Revisited 6 trlafﬂc by steam. Obvuo;;s(ljy thesea nd Ayoungsterso Jo)
Historic Elm 7 plans were never completed. Ovitt and Muriel LaPointe com-

The first work to be done Continued .

Mystery Photo 8 (Continued on pag8) (Continued on pag8)




Page 2 Society Page

President 6s Col Quarerly Editor Contributors to this issue:
Dear Members and Friends, John T. Hastings Paul Gilchrist

At our last monthly meeting  jthastings@roadrunner.com Steve Parisi
Delbert Chambers resigned as Presi- Or 5187980248 Sandi Parisi

dent of the Warrensburgh Historical
Society. Delbert, having served a year We welcome comments, correc-
and three quarters of his term, assuretions, articles, pictures, letters, and
us he will remain on the board and con- reminiscences. Send to:
tinue to support our efforts. We all Annual Membership Meeting:
thank him for his work as president and Wednesday, February 24, 2010,
for his continued interest in the society. Warrensburgh Historical Society 7 PM, at Grace's

Our Christmas Dinner held at PQSBOX 4

Gracebs was a big succe ﬁ]t tende dCO\l?eYed Bridges Programwith
over 35 members it provided an oppor- Warrensburg, NY 12885 Jim Ligon, Sunday March 21, 2010

tunity to discuss society activities while :

getting us in the holiday mood. In Janu_é 0000000000000 3 PM at Senior Center
ary the Museum with the help of soci- Board of Directors
ety membership hosted a Factory _ Welcome New Members
Workers program. Over 60 people at- Rosemary Maher President GIvnn Alexander  Sharon LaGo
tended to share their stories and remi- Jackie Leonbruno Treasurer y ! y
niscences about their days working in Rita Ferraro Secretary Candace Terrell  Crystal Grimaldi
the factories of Warrensburg. A DVD pglpert Chamber Valerie Forsythe,Len Denner Joan Kelldyyder
recording of this wonderful event is  pay| Gilchrist, John Hastings, Kenneth Graven David McMahon

being edited and will become available. Marilyn Hayes, Dennis Martinez, Douglas Niles Janet Erikson
Dinner followed for those interested at  Steve Parisi, Lenore Smith Brittany Hastings Grant E. Smith

Lizzie Keays, the former shirt factory. . .
Our thanks go to Steve Parisi for pull- ElizabethSheridan Clark Orton

ing together this wonderful event. S-r:neiol?oggtoefr Dggggoﬁa%egsreftthSarmee Tiede Judson L. Smith, Jr.
i i ' » dCharles & Jean Roush  Sue Alger
Our annual meeting will b66:30 Oaégﬁ second Tuesday of eac g

held February 24, : eorge F. Aubrey
Coffee and dessert will be served an@;;f;SO. Ro?el'nary J &ﬁﬂmaﬁKana J. Klussendorf

Harold McKinney will be our guest Arthur H. Klussendorf
speaker. He represents RSVP (Retired Mark & Lori Scolaro

Senior Volunteer Program), an organi- .
zation which matches volunteers with Erwin & Polly Fullerton

suitable venues with needs. On March Tom & Teresa Lloyd

21% at 3PM a presentation about Cov- o )

ered Bridges by Jim Ligon Wi.|| take Warrensb.urgh Hlstorlcal. Society Quarterly CURRENT MEMBERSHIP:
place at the Warrensburg Senior Cen- Copyright 2010. All rights reserved

ter, 3837 Main Street, Warrensburg. 191

Committees are beginning to

meet for this yearo6s GraveyndrberdMiplitfdmation
and Scholarship Program. Suggestions o ) )

Contributing $50.00 Business $50.00 Institutional $100.00 Life (Individual only)

And finally, John Hastings 250 (membership is on a calendar year basis)
book Around Warrensburgis selling _ o ) _
like hotcakes. Available at the Museum If you would like to join and receive the Quarterly by mail, please send a

and several retail places in town it is gheck for the amount of the membership classification, with name, address, and
must have for lovers of Warrensbur@honeNn\t;mlbzesrgto.Warrensburgh Historical Society, P.O. Box 441, Warrens-
history. urg, N.Y- S

Hope to see you at our upcoming ac-
tivities.

Upcoming Events

Quarterly Editor

NOTICE

The recording of history is an interpretive and ever changing study. There-
Rosemary fore, the Warrensburgh Historical Society or its Board of Directors or members
shall not be held liable for the accuracy or authenticity of the material h&vein.
welcome and encourage corrections, comments, and additional information.
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(Continued from page) tion and on April 11, a small steamconcrete to be used in the construc-
shovel and two small locomotivestion of the piers for the railroad
was construction of the abutmentarrived by way of the Hudson Val-bridge across the Hudson at that
for the new bridge which would ley Railway, coming from P. Hart point. It is expected that the piers
span the Hudson at Thurman Sta& Sons in Staten Island. The fol-will be completed and the bridge
tion. Henry Griffing surprised rail- lowing day, the locomotives wereerected about July 15."
road engineers when he informedun off the platform cars on a tem- In early August, construction
them of the need to riprap the abutporary track in downtown Warrens-of the branch line was in high gear.
ments on both sides. Normally rip-burgh. After getting permission"The Great Steam Shovel" was op-
raping the upper side was necessafyom Highway Commissioner Har- erating at the "big cut" in back of
to protect the abutments from float+ison to cross a reinforced Osborrmpeputy Sheriff Stone's residence in
ing logs and ice coming down theBridge, the locomotives were runjower Lewisville and was a princi-
river. However, in this case, duringunder their own steam power to theyal attraction of many visitors. It
the heavy spring runoff a log jamoperation site. was called a "yard and a half
usually developed at Gillingham A large shanty was built on shovel" since in one gulp it would
flats located about three miles bealfred Stone's property in Lewis-take one and a half tons of earth.
low Thurman Station. The reflexville for the Italian laborers and Two shovels full filled a dump car.

action of this jam would send logsother buildings were planned alongrhe "Great Steam Shovel" weighed
and ice blocks bagk 45 tons. A
upstream with a forg smaller 33 ton
that would caus| 3 shovel was ex-
damage to the aby . |pected to be put
ments. ~ |in  operation
1005 tlr? NMarch, | later that week.

» (e NEws rq 5 Next to
orted that the co |
tpractors for the co St the shovel were
struction of the rail AU . b | : » two dln_key
road spur wer{ " — 7 WO P . (locomotive)
Charles A. Hart an| & - : + |engines  (The
John Conron of Neys — = e G- ~ |name may have
Jersey. In actualit " : NES il Sem :g arisen from the
the contract waf: ~  linsignificant

awarded to P. Hal —— — e Gize of the en-

and Sons of State The newly completed railroad bridges near Thurma on, with the train in he'sl

Island of  whic background. Note the wooden walkway to the right off the bridge. gine, or a cor-
. ruption of the

Charles F. Hart was a

junior member. The term fidonke

engineers for the project were J. cthe route. However, it was still ex-engine), named Vulcan and Dixon,
Dorsey and W. E. Anderson of Al-pected that the branch would b&vhich were used to move the earth
bany. These engineers were respogompleted by July 3. It was April to the "dumping grounds." Unload-
sible for setling with the various 13 when "an army of one hundredng these cars consisted of unhitch-
property (_)wnerls_along tge right ofjtalians were brought to their quaring chains which then allowed the
way, paying claims and SecurnGers petween Thurman and this vil i i
deeds for lands over which the roagqaa o' and were expected 1o starcars to swing free and be easily
was to run. g - y rt)wo Laborersﬁpped by a workman.
. . work in a day or two. : i
The National Express office \ygre *fioatin yinto Warrensburgh Excavating and filling on a
was temporarily moved from the; I tg £ h vt 9N smaller scale was going on continu-
rom all parts of the county to se- : :
Wills block into the Stackhouse ¢ WO“‘(’ . Y ously at points along the line by one
. and two horse dumping carts. Grad-

Jewelry store on April 1, 1905. It
Y b The May 25 Warrensburghing was well under way from South

was expected that James Young, thﬁews reported that "a_ portabl i
local agent, would be given neWsteam enpine and concre?e mingtreet’ ne?r_the ermines, 0 t'he
quarters at the D & H depot when it 9 stone cut” in back of Weavers

was built early in the construction. 2;“’.?3(;;;;u;nmdar\:vﬁtizoguﬁninaélrigond' Fivetof tse(zjven _culvertsl had
By April 6, five carloads of een constructed using a large

. eration next week preparing the
tools had arrived at Thurman Sta- preparing (Continued on pagd)
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(Continued from pag8) the flood bridge and the main

amount of concrete and stone. Th?rack below Thurman Station. had

stone for the concrete work wast]Q be placed.

guarried near the base of Sugarloa As 1906 rolled around, the
D & H railroad branch to War-

(From the Warrensburgh News
August 24, 1905)

Two men Seriously Injured

N\ b rensburgh was nearing comple- )
2 On Railroad Job

N tion and was expected to begin
\ operation within a couple

weeks. Work left to do was bal- Thomas Conway and Jerry

lasting the roadbed and theScully, of New York, employed by

“|drawing of cinders from Sara-the Hart & Sons Company in con-
. 34 toga to ballast the yard, whichstruction of the Delaware & Hud-
* was to have seven switches. s onos extension
On January 11, 1906 thefrom Thurman to Warrensburgh,

“ News reported that the firm ofwere seriously injured Monday
P. J. Hart & Sons had completednorning by the premature explo-
their part of the construction andsion of a dynamite blast.

foreman Neil Hart and his men with The men were blasting out
t_aII their tools, left today for Statena c u't at t he
ments for the bridge across the flatiSland. The author wonders if thePond, a mile this side of Thurman.
below Thurman Station had beerfontractors suffered "heavy moneThey had_pla_ced the charge gnd
built, and excavation had begun fofary forfeiture" since the completionwere tamping it preparatory to dis-
the abutment on the west end of th@f the construction occurred longcharge when for no apparent rea-
after the July 3rd, 1905 deadline. son it went off, hurling Conway and

bridge across the Hudson River: - : . .
Cribs had been sunk out to the outer At its completion the War- Scully several feet into the air. The

pier, and a coffer dam was ready téenSburgh branch was a little Ovepharge was an Unusua”y. small one
be filled. It was near this time thatthree miles long. The bulk of itsSince only a small quantity of rock
the spur track to the Schroon Rivebusiness was carrying freight andvas to be removed, otherwise the
Pulp and Paper company wagroviding an outlet for a large quanmen would have been more seri-
started. tity of shirts, shirt waists, men'sously 'thUf[ﬁd- ;I'he p”nglpﬁl m&uz:es
pants, paper and pulp, which befor&€ré 10 the face and head from
the raitoad branch, only o bui.then had been drawn to Thurman byplinters rom the tamping rod. Sev-
ings had to be moved: John Clute’l@ms of horses. It would also bringral of their fellow workmen wit-

barn and Mrs. Sylvia Grogan's icd large quantities of grain, coal andessed the accident and went to

house. At the terminus of the routelumber to the village. The line wastheir assistance. They_were taken to
two houses had to be moved to nei?@ndoned in 1980 by the D & Hthe Charles Hoag residence where
foundations; John Hadlock's resi-Xailroad. or. Griffin was _summoned. Dr.
dence and 1a house owned by Wal- Cunnlngham was sent for later to
assist him.
Their faces and eyes were

lace Baker. Source: The Warrensburgh News
filled with splinters from the

Mountain on Henry Griffing's prop-
erty and then run through a crusher.

Meanwhile the stone abu

By late October, the two

bridges at Thurman Station wd
completed. But much work wx
left to be done. On October
track for the new branch h
begun to be laid near t
Schroon River Pulp and Paj
Company. Ties were bei
strung and rails laid toward b
ends of the line. Alarge cutn
the Daggett place on the
side of the Hudson River need
to be opened, and fill between

o 3.

Newly laid track near Warrensburgh

wooden tamping
wounds were the worst, requiring
40 stitches to close the wounds to
his face. His eyes were also badly
injured and many thought he would
loose his eyesight. However, the
next day Dr. Griffin reported that
he could see his hand and would
probably recover the full us of his
eyes.

of

sout h

rod
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White, Yellow, Pink or Stinky Oleo?
In 1930 the Margarine Act was amended to place a

by Sandi Parisi, Town Historian Federal tax on naturagolored (darkened with the
use of palm oil) as well as artificialyolored marga-
rine. Dairy interests prevailed and the butter and
. . margarine prices were equalized. The consumption
Warrer_lsburg News, | came across the following arti- ¢ margarine dropped almost in half. In 1932 the
cle entitledColored Oleo Army, Navy and other Federal agencies were barred
hState Agricul ture Cedmmisifgsmagydrife for Gther thdh &sokirg pur-

Dumond cautions proprietors of eating places poses.
throughout New York state that the change in federal

law d ke i ble for th I In 1951 the Federal margarine tax system
aw does not make it possible for them to sell or Serve,, e o an end, state color bans, taxes, licenses and

colored oleomargarine under any circumstances. Theyer restrictions began to fall. Finally in 1996 all
head of the department says the statute does not pefaqyictions were removed. And so today we can le-

mit the use of colored oleomargarine as a substitutega"y go to our grocery store and buy yellow marga-
for butter even for cooking purposes in public eating fine

establishments or bakeries. : .
If anyone has any stories about squeezing

[Restaurants can serve white oleo, but theyy,,qe yellow capsules or packets, | would love to
must display conspicuous signs to that effect and alschear from you

print a notice on the menu if they use menus. Col-
ored oleo is strictly taboo in New York state. A pen-

While reading through an August 3, 1950

alty of $25 is provided for each offense. 0
That article screamed out to me to Google
Aol eood. ltds amazing whfat you can find out!

| discovered that margarine was created in
1870 by a Frenchman, Hippolyte Melmuriez
(wonder if hippo and lite were factors?) for Emperor
Louis Napoleon lll who wanted a satisfactory substi-
tute for butter. By 1878 laws requiring identification
of margarine were passed in New York and Maryland
as the dairy industry began to feel the impact of this
rapidly growing product. In 1884 the New York
State legislature prohibited the sale or manufacture of
oleomargarine.

Then in 1886 Congress passed the
AMargarine Act of 1866. 0 That i mposed a tax of
cents per pound on margarine. Later that same year
New York and New Jersey prohibited the manufac-
ture and sale of yellowolored margarine. By 1902
32 states lived under the margarine color bans. The
Supreme Court did strike down the forced coloration
(pink) which had begun in an effort to get around the
ban on yellow coloring. Can you imagine smearing
your croissant with pink margarine? There were even
discussions of using blue, red, black, or impregnating
it with an offensive smell.

1902 also saw purveyors providing capsules
of yellow food coloring to be kneaded into the marga-
rine. The practice continued through WWII, although
butter required more ration points than margarine.
We no longer had bootleg liquor, but yellow bootleg
margarine.




