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 George Haskell was born in 

Chestertown on March 13, 1884. 

During his early years, he worked at 

Kettenbach's store near the center of 

the village. Later, he attended the 

Glens Falls Academy with his friend 

Fred Vetter. By April of 1905, 

George had moved to Warrensburgh 

and started the business of "Haskell 

Brother's Grocery" with his brother 

Frank. They had bought the "stock 

and good will" of J. H. Remington's 

grocery store which was located in 

the Wills Block on Hudson Street. 

"By fair methods and excellent man-

agement" the brothers built up a 

large trade, so that by 1914, a new 

business was started. Brothers Frank 

and George, along with Frank W. 

Hall, incorporated to form the 

"Haskell and Hall Company," to 

deal in general merchandising. At 

this time, they also made arrange-

ments to purchase the entire stock 

of Thomas McGann and lease his 

store in the Aldrich-McGann block. 

Fred Hall had come to Warrens-

burgh from Seneca Falls and had 

recently run the Warrensburgh Ga-

rage in partnership with Edson 

Granger. George married Ella E. 

Woodward, daughter of David M. 

and Rebecca T. (Edwards) Wood-
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An Adirondack Way of 
Life 

Brook Trout Fishing 

by Mark Brown  

 Fishing has always been an 

important part of Adirondack life. 

Spring, growing up in the Adiron-

dacks meant brook trout and black 

flies. You didn't need a lot of fancy 

equipment, just a rod, reel, a few 

trout spinners/lures, hooks and of 

course, garden worms or night-

crawlers. You dug your own worms 

or picked night crawlers on a rainy 

night at some grassy lawn or park. 

You were not interested in trophy 

trout,  just trout for eating. One of 

my dad's fishing partners, George 

Lane, use to say "If it doesn't fit in 

the small fry pan, it's too big." My 

dad and George always had a pat of 

butter, a small iron frying pan and 

an old coffee pot, which traveled in 

the old fish creel. A lunch of 6" 

brook trout cooked over an open 

fire was a special treat. Spring trout 

fishing starts when the ponds and 

lakes first become ice free, usually 

in early May. You wanted to be the 

first to fish after the ice went out 

(Continued on page 6) 
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PRESIDENTôS COLUMN 

 

       The Society was much involved 

late last fall in a high school environ-

mental science class project, ñThen 

and Now,ò in which the twenty stu-

dents were provided old photographs 

of eleven sites of historic significance 

in Warrensburg, along with a certain 

amount of information, names of po-

tential resource people to interview, 

and guidance from teacher John 

Burns.  Working mainly in teams of 

two, they took photographs of the 

sites today and researched some of 

each sitesô history.  Class presenta-

tions of their findings on December 

15th at the high school were attended 

by several Society members.  There 

was follow-up in John Burnsô power 

point presentation and discussion at 

the museum on December 21st. 

      By pleasant coincidence, the Soci-

ety was given in December a set of 

video tapes made back in the 1970s in 

the course of a similar project under-

taken by high school students led by 

English teacher Jean Frulla.  The 

tapes record and inventory a number 

of historic sites around Warrensburg 

as they were in the 1970s, creating 

sort of a time capsule.  Weôve trans-

ferred the contents to computer discs 

and flash drives so they can be shown 

on modern equipment.  

      The twelve inch video picture 

frame the Society recently purchased 

is one such piece of equipment. Itôs 

currently set up in the museum play-

ing video of stock car racing at Ash-

land Park track in the 1950s. 

     The Societyôs Holiday Social was 

held at Graceôs Restaurant on Decem-

ber 10th and was well attended.     

    In January at Graceôs, guide Mike 

Prescott gave a program, ñArmchair 

Paddler on the Schroon River,ò taking 

us from its source 20 miles north of 

Schroon Lake to its confluence with 

the Hudson, showing us such items of 

historical interest as the old hotels of 

Schroon Lake, log rafts and river 
(Continued on page 5) 
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ward on October 16, 1907. They 

had one son, David Charles who 

was born February 1st, 1909. 

 David C. Haskell graduated 

with honors from Swarthmore Col-

lege in Pennsylvania in 1930 with a 

BS degree in electrical engineering. 

While in college, summers were 

spent working at the New York 

State fish hatchery in Warrensburg. 

Shortly after graduation he began 

work with General Electric and 

continued until being terminated 

due to the Depression, two years 

later. In 1933 he returned to fisher-

ies management and became man-

ager of the NYS Conservation De-

partment's Lake George (Fortsville) 

fish hatchery. In 1941 he was pro-

moted to manager of the Rome fish 

hatchery, the largest in the state. 

David Haskell became well known 

for his many papers on fish culture 

and electrofishing methods. He was 

known as one of the worldôs signifi-

cant contributors to the science of 

fish culture and was enshrined into 

the "National Fish Culture Hall of 

Fame." David was married to 

Edythe L. Brown and after retire-

ment in 1970, they lived on Lanfear 

Road in Stony Creek. 

(Continued from page 1) Haskells 

 In 1945, the recently organ-

ized Warrensburg Veterans of For-

eign Wars (VFW) named the post, 

"The Haskell Brother's Post" in 

honor of Eldon and Ray Haskell-

who were killed in Europe during 

World War II. They were the sons 

of John and Edna (Smith) Haskell 

of Athol.  

 Prior to enlisting, Eldon got 

a job working at the Rome fish 

hatchery and spent much of 1942 

working for his "cousin" Dave Has-

kell. After enlisting, he would be 

sent to Camp McClellan in Ala-

bama and by December of 1943 

was "overseas." On June 1st, 1944 

when in combat in Italy and "during 

an attack on a stubbornly defended 

enemy strong point, PFC Eldon 

Haskell rode a medium tank to a 

point only a few yards from enemy 

positions. He jumped off the tank 

and stormed enemy positions using 

hand grenades." He was awarded 

the Bronze Star.  

 At the outset of the war, 

Ray was working in Schenectady. 

He would later enlist and be sent to 

Camp Bowie in Texas and later to 

Ft. Knox, Kentucky, where he was 

promoted to Corporal. On Septem-

ber 2, 1943 Ray graduated from 

Tank School.  On June 1st of 1944 

his brother  Eldon was killed in It-

aly and just 46 days later (July 16), 

Ray was killed in France. His body 

was eventually brought home and 

on May 7, 

1948 a 

funeral 

was held 

at the 

Wood-

ward Fu-

neral 

Home for 

Sgt. Ray 

Haskell. 

He was 

buried in 

the War-

rensburg 

Cemetery. 

 The question is: Are these 

two Haskell families related.  The 

answer is yes but not closely.  Both 

families go back to William Haskell 

in Charlton Musgrove, Somerset, 

England.  Where David Haskell 

descends from Rogerôs son Wil-

liam, and Ray and Eldon descend 

from Rogerôs son Mark Haskell. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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View looking north on Hudson Street  with Haskellôs Store in the left center. 
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don Loyal born 7 January 1925, 

Merrill Walter born 12 February 

1927, Frank Irwin born  21 Febru-

ary 1928, Charles Roselle born 22 

February 1929 and Verna Mae 

born 13 June 1930. 

 The ancestry of David 

Charles Haskell can be traced back 

to William Haskell in Charlton 

Musgrove, Somerset, England 

about 1577.  William and his wife 

Elinor (Foule) had seven children 

including son Roger born about 

1614.  Roger Haskell was the im-

migrant coming to America in 

1635.  Roger married first Thurza 

Stone and second Elizabeth Hardy. 

Roger and Thurza had four chil-

dren including William born about 

1645.  William married Miriam 

Hill and they had four children 

including John born 1679 in Sa-

lem, Essex, MA.  John married 

Emma Taylor.  They had eight 

children including John born 20 

April 1722 in Manchester, Worces-

ter, MA.  John married Eunice 

Low and they had six children in-

cluding Stephen born 9 April 1763. 

 Stephen Haskell married 

Rachel Lerned and they had eight 

children including Amasa born 5 

August 1794 in Dudley, Worces-

ter, MA.  Amasa married Amanda 

Paul and they had six children in-

cluding Amasa Franklin born 15 

May 1843 in Dudley, Worcester, 

MA.   

 Amasa Franklin married 

Carrie Ann Braley.  They lived in 

Chestertown and had four children.  

Albert born 1869, died as an in-

fant.  The other three  sons were, 

Charles E., Frank E., and George 

R.  All three of these brothers lived 

in Warrensburg and were involved 

in retail groceries or the plumbing 

business. 

 The Great Great Grandfa-

Page 4 

ther of Ray & Eldon, John Has-

kell, spent three years in the 

Continental Army during the 

Revolutionary War.  He was 

wounded slightly but not severe 

enough to be discharged.  Ray & 

Eldonôs Grandfather, William 

Roselle Haskell, spent three 

years in the Union Army during 

the Civil War.  His regiment, 

152 NYV, saw action in most of 

the major battles from 1864 to 

the end of the war.  William was 

promoted to the rank of Ser-

geant. 

 One other point of inter-

est is that Keziah Goss, Great 

Great Great Grandmother of Ray 

and Eldon may be a Mayflower 

descendent. 

 Ray and Eldon's sister, 

Iva Eunice Haskell married Gil-

ford Hall and is the Mother of 

Linda, Eldon and David Hall. 

 This makes David 

Charles Haskell and Ray Albin 

Haskell seventh cousins. 

 

 

 

 Mark 

Haskell was 

born about 

1650 the son 

of Roger and 

Thurza 

(Stone) Has-

kell.  He mar-

ried Mary 

Goodale 

Smith and 

they had six 

children in-

cluding John 

born 14 Feb-

ruary 1681 in 

Beverly, Essex, MA. John married 

Mehitable Clark and they had ten 

children including Zachariah born 11 

April 1718 in Rochester, Plymouth, 

MA. 

 Zachariah married Keziah 

Goss and they had six children in-

cluding John born 17 July 1749 in 

Hardwick, Worcester, MA.  John 

married Deborah Meachem and they 

had thirteen children including Com-

fort H. Haskell born about 1791 in 

Newport, Herkimer, NY.  Comfort 

married Ruth Carpenter and they had 

three children including William Ro-

selle Haskell born 20 August 1839 in 

Newport, Herkimer, NY. 

 William R. Haskell married 

Minerva Dorcus Paull and they had 

six children including John Ferris 

Haskell born 8 June 1883 in Wilmurt, 

Herkimer, NY.  John F. Haskell mar-

ried first Grace Riesing.  They had 

one daughter Iva B. who died as an 

infant in 1908.  Grace died later the 

same year at the age of 18.  In 1921 

John F. Haskell married second Edna 

Smith born 26 September 1897 in 

Athol, Warren, NY.  John and Edna 

had seven children including Ray 

Albin born 21 September 1922, Iva 

Eunice born 2 September 1923, El-
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