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Warrensburg Resident 

Cassius J. Logans, MD. 
 

By Marie Rhodes Ross 

 
Cassius J. Logans was born in Wil-

liston, Vermont on May 26, 1845.  

The family genealogy records that 

his grandfather, Samuel Loggins 

(Loggans) emigrated from Scotland 

sometime in the mid 1700ôs.  His 

father, Sheldon Loggins was born 

December 13, 1797.  True to com-

mon practice for immigrants from 

other countries, over the years, the 

family name underwent several dif-

ferent versions of the home country 

name. This is evidenced on many 

land deeds of the family. 

 

Civil War Years 

Cassius grew up in Williston and 

attended district school and high 

school there.  In 1863, at the age of 

17, he enlisted in the US Navy 

where he served for two years, under 

the Surgeon General Eversfield, in 

surgical department of three ships 

which were involved in the blockade 

of ports and waterways of the Con-

federate States.   His first assign-

ment was on the Sebago, a large 

double-ended gunboat.  He was next 

transferred to the USS Vermont 

which was anchored at Port Royal, 

being used as a hospital ship. 

The Ironclad Atlanta was a confed-

erate ship, captured by the Union 

Navy in June of 1863 and became a 

US Navy ship for the duration of the 

Civil War.  Dr. Logans served on 

this ship until his discharge at the 

warôs end. 
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After his return to Vermont, he mar-

ried Miss Emma Safford of Essex 

Junction in 1867.  They had one son 

and two daughters. 

 

Post War Medical Experience 

In 1874 he entered the Medical De-

partment of the University of Ver-

mont to seek a medical degree. His 

certificate (which the original re-

mains in the family genealogy re-

cords) states, 

ñWe do certify that at the examina-

tion held in this college on June 24, 

1879, for the Degree of Doctor in 

Medicine, Cassius J. Loggins was 

one of the Five candidates who re-

ceived the highest marks in all de-

partments, and that this Diploma of 

Examination Honors was accord-

ingly awarded him at the Annual 

Commencement of the College, held 

on June 26th, 1879ò. 

 

 His fairly large collection of medical 

and surgical books have been care-

fully preserved by his great-grand 

daughter, Marie Rhodes Ross.  She 

remembers sitting by a basement 

window on the cellar steps reading 

them as a teenager and it gave her a 

desire to go into a medical field. The 

pictures in the book and the descrip-

tions of trauma treatment, give a 

graphic picture of the traumatic im-

pact of ñlifeò during the war and in 

(Continued on page 3) 

Dr. Logans in 

Naval 

ñLandsmanò 

uniform of 

1863 



 

Calendar of Events 

 
Wednesday May 21: Historic 
Preservation Meeting Defining a 
Preservation Approach by Paula 
Dennis at the Emerson Town 
Hall, 7:00 pm 

 

Thursday May 22: Dams of the 
Hudson River  by Mike Prescott, 
Richards Library, 7:00 pm 

 
Tuesday June 24: Historic Pres-
ervation Meeting Historic Preser-
vation: Whatôs It All About? by 
Steve Engelhart at the Senior 
Center, 7:00 pm 
 

Sun., June 29: Museum exhibit 

opening: "Community Service: 

Fire, Health & Police" 

Tuesday July 16: Historic Pres-

ervation Meeting NYS Historic 

Homeownership Rehabilitation 

Tax Credit Program by Sloane 

Bullough at  the Senior Center, 

7:00 pm 

Sun. Aug. 10: Annual Sticky 

Wicket Croquet Tournament and 

Picnic. 

 

For more events and details go 
to:  www.whs12885.org .  

Quarterly Editor  

John T. Hastings 

jthastings@roadrunner.com  

or     518-798-0248 

We welcome comments, correc-
tions, articles, pictures, letters, and 

reminiscences. Send to: 

Quarterly Editor 
Warrensburgh Historical Society 

PO Box 441 

Warrensburg, NY 12885 
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Board of Directors 

Paul Gilchrist: President, Donne-

Lynn Winslow: Vice-President, 

Sandi Parisi: Treasurer, Wendy  

Peluso: Secretary, Mark Brown,  

Elaine Cowin, John Franchini,  

 Bob Knowles, Peggy Knowles, 

Rosemary Maher, Joan West, 

Steve Parisi - Museum Director 

 

 *Note Change* 

The Board of Directors meets at the 
Senior Center (May-October) at 
6:30 pm on the FIRST Wednesday 
of each month. Call Paul to confirm 
at 623-3162.  
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Welcome 

New  Members: 

Mary A. Tennyson, the Grygiels, 

Carol Galusha, Matthew and Io 

Bruce, Robert & Barbara Green, 

James C. Dawson, Jane Feldblum, 

Prescott E. Nead III, Thomas & 

Beverly Roach, Gerald Wakeley, 

Diane France Simpson, Joseph & 

Carol Yaroschak, Dennis Coker, 

Eileen Frasier, Gary & Michaele 

Gronert, Gerald & Michelle Hamil-

ton, Leonora Lucon, Grace-Marie 

O'Donnell, Lynn & Larry Richards, 

Mechelle Roskiewicz, Susan 

Miller, Robert & Beverly Burnham 
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 The recording of history is an interpretive and ever changing study. There-

fore, the Warrensburgh Historical Society or its Board of Directors or members 
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This photo is a view looking  north-

westerly with the Union School on 

the right and Richards Library on 

the left, near the Elm Street and 

(current) Stewart Farrar Street inter-

section 

http://www.warrensburghistorian.org


rural America in the 1800ôs. 

 

Mrs. Dennison B. Logans, told 

Marie of the experiences, her father

-in-law doctor, had in ñcountry doc-

toringò.    Life was hazardous with 

lumbering, logging, and the multi-

ple industrial sites in and around 

Warrensburg. Also, there were few 

medicines to ñcureò contagious dis-

eases.   Most medicines were pallia-

tive in nature, to make the patient 

ñsuffer lessò.  Because of his ex-

(Continued from page 1) Cassius Logans 
perience in the Civil War with se-

vere injuries, amputations and the 

diseases he encountered, he was 

well equipped to handle whatever 

he was called to treat. 

 

For example, a newspaper article of 

the time states that a ñTroy, NY,  

well known physician and surgeon, 

Dr. Heuston, came to Warrensburg 

to consult with Dr. C. J. Logans on 

the treatment of the fracture re-

cently sustained by Captain John 

Russell of Bonnie Brae Villa.ò  The 

article states that he ñassured the 

patient that Dr. Logans had handled 

the fracture with great skill.ò    An-

other newspaper article in June, 

1900 cites his care of a patient with 

typhoid fever and pneumonia.  ñShe 

was unable to breathe without diffi-

culty because one lung was getting 

no air.  Dr. Logans  tapped her plu-

ral cavity and extracted 49 ounces 

of pus and she recovered.ò  This 

type of surgery was very rare at that 

time.  Doctoring in the 1800ôs was 

definitely not the easiest of profes-

sions. 

 

Where He Practiced 

The day after he graduated, Dr. 

Loggins began a practice in Burling-

ton, VT. and practiced there until 

1884.  At the age of 38, he moved his 

family to Chestertown, NY and prac-

ticed there for three years.  He then 

moved to Wevertown where he prac-

ticed for ten years continuing his 

ñhorse and buggyò practice. 

 

Warrensburg was rapidly becoming 

an industrial town in 1895. This 

prompted Dr. Logans to move again 

and he soon built up a large practice 

in this town.  Dr. Logans had a house 

built on upper Main Street.  The small 

green house set back from the side-

walk between what now is the liquor 

store and the large house currently 

being used for apartments.  The house 

is no longer in existence. However, 

what was the sidewalk to the house 

still exists.  The inside of the small 

two-story house was a large ñwaiting 

roomò separated by a massive floor-to

-ceiling fireplace constructed of stone 

from Hackensack Mountain.  There 

were open doorways on either side of 

the fireplace allowing entrance to the 

back rooms where the office and 

treatment rooms were.  Here, he 

treated patients and continued to visit 

the sick and injured for 10 years, until 

1905.  There were small living quar-

ters on the upper story.  On an inter-

esting side note, while working with 

Dr. C.E. Lawrence,  a local physician 

during the 1970ôs,  Dr. Loganôs own 

great-granddaughter, Marie Ross, vis-

ited one of their patients who was liv-

ing in this same little house, to treat 

her with a series of injections. 

 

The Logans Family 

Dr. Logansô eldest daughter, Anna 

died in 1898 at the age of 26.  She is 

buried in the Warrensburg Cemetery.  

Grand-daughter, Anna Laura Logans 

was named after her. 

 

Dr. Logansô son, Dennison B. Logan, 

married Ida Maria Smith, daughter of 

Judson Caleb Smith of (what is now 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Dr. Cassius Logans 

Dr. Logans in buckboard.  His office is small building with gambrel roof at right. 



Page 4 

 

21 King Street) Warrensburg. Dennis 

built their home on 8 Hackensack 

Avenue.  This house still stands but 

has been changed in appearance over 

the years from the small house with a 

white picket fence where Ida contin-

ued to live after the death of Dennis.  

Dennis was a member of the War-

rensburg Town Band for more than 

20 years, playing clarinet.  He also 

was a telegrapher for Western Union, 

using the old ñkeyò equipment.  He 

died of a heart attack on a Sunday 

afternoon in 1935 after going back to 

work at his ñkeyò in the office on 

Main Street. 

 

They had two children, Cassius J. 

and Anna Laura Logan. Cassius J. 

Logan was named after Dr. Logans 

and grew up in Warrensburg and was 

a part of the Maplewoods Baseball 

Club, playing second base and out-

field.  He was a Naval Officer during 

WW I and served on board ship 

along the coast of Brazil.  He brought 

back a parrot to his mother.  He had 

named the bird ñSailorò.  ñSailorò 

(Continued from Page 3) Cassius Logan lived to be a ripe old age and though 

he had a male name, eventually sur-

prised everyone by laying an egg.   

Cassius was active in Republican 

politics in Albany and was a census 

Supervisor for Albany County at the 

time of his death in 1939. 

 

Anna married Floyd Rhodes of 

Warrensburg in 1917.  Anna was a 

telephone operator for many years. 

After service in the Navy in WWI, 

Floyd worked in the Warrensburg 

industries of the time, including 

working on the river unjamming 

logs.  (Floyd learned to swim many 

years later!)  He said he never fell 

off the logs.  He later took schooling 

in Cleveland, Ohio and became a 

commercial lighting expert for Ni-

agara Mohawk.  The family lived at 

9 Hackensack Avenue from 1925 

until their deaths.  Sig Wachter, lo-

cal business man, also lived with the 

family from 1919 and was consid-

ered ñfamilyò, until his death at age 

85. 

 

Floyd and Anna Rhodes had two 

children, Martha and Marie (who 

wrote this article).  Martha and 

Marie married two Ross brothers, 

Lionel and Herbert.  Martha Rhodes 

Ross, who died in 2010, is credited 

with doing the family genealogy for 

many years after she retired from 

Nursing.  The multi-spelled family 

name (Loggin, Loggans, Logans, 

Logan) would have disappeared from 

this family genealogy because of lack 

of male heirs.  However, Anna named 

her daughter Marie Logan Rhodes 

and Marieôs daughter Tamara Ross 

Jones, named her second son, Logan. 

 

The doctorôs second daughter, Pearl, 

married George Harris, a Spanish 

War veteran.  They lived in South 

Glens Falls.  After Georgeôs death, 

Pearl later returned to Warrensburg 

and bought the old Methodist Church 

building which had been converted in 

1916 into a two-family dwelling at 

47/49 King Street.  She moved into 

the north side.  Interestingly, this is 

the same house and side that, in 1917, 

Floyd and Anna Rhodes started their 

married life. 

 

Dr. C.J. Logansô Later Years 

After leaving Warrensburg, Dr. and 

Mrs. Logans moved to South Glens 

Falls in 1905 where he practiced for a 

few years.  They resided with their 

daughter for the remainder of their 

lives. 

 

Cassius J. Logans, MD died in Janu-

ary of 1917 at the age of 72.  He and 

his wife Emma are buried in the War-

rensburg Cemetery.  His daughter, 

Pearl Harris is also buried at the same 

site with other family members.  His 

son, Dennis and his wife, Ida, are bur-

ied on the Rhodes/Logan/Ross plot 

across the road, in the ñnewò section 

of the cemetery. 

 

Marie Logan (Rhodes) Ross serves 

frequently as a docent at the Warrens-

burgh Museum, along with her 

daughter, Tammy Jones. 

 

 

Cassius J. Logans, MD, Cassius J. Logan 

 (grandson), and Dennison Logan (the son) 

Logans monument in the Warrensburg    

Cemetery 


