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HANKIE  CLUBS  

 One of the true fashion inno-

vations of the sixteenth century was 

the introduction of the handkerchief 

as a fashion accessory. Handker-

chiefs themselves were not new; 

people had been carrying a small 

cloth for blowing their nose for 

years. These soiled items, however, 

were kept tucked away out of sight, 

causing uncertainty as to when the 

first handkerchief was actually in-

vented. 

 In the Middle Ages ladies 

presented men with their handker-

chiefs to show their favor. Decorated 

with luxury embroidery, silver and 

golden fibers and fringes, the hand-

kerchiefs were used to perform 

church and coronation ceremonies. 

However, hankies appeared in vogue 

during the Renaissance when they 

became an essential part of any up-

scale wardrobe. The same women 

who dressed in exquisite silk gowns 

had their tailors add lace or a scal-

loped edge to a fine linen cloth and 

elevated the handkerchief to the 

status of fashion accessory. A fine 

lacy handkerchief, or hanky, was 

not tucked away in a pocket but 

held in the hand or draped coyly 

across the arm. 

          Handkerchiefs have remained 

fashionable ever since.  It is ru-

mored in fashion history that Marie 

Antoinette (1755-1793) was frus-

trated that handkerchiefs were of-

fered in so many shapes; round, 

oval, rectangular, etc.  Her husband, 

King Louis XVI (1754-1793), made 

it a law that all handkerchiefs must 

be square, and have remained so 

ever since. An old Irish proverb ad-

vised ñAlways carry two handker-

chiefs, one for show and one for 

blow.ò 

          Skip in time to America when 

up until the early part of the 20th 

century people worldwide either 

wiped their nose on their sleeve or 

on their handkerchief. During this 

period inexpensive decoratively 

printed squares of cotton and linen 

were carried in handbags, given as 
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NEW MOVIE THEATRE  

Building for Fairyland to be 

Erected by D. E. Pasco and Sons 

Structure to be of Concrete, 30 x 

80 Feet, One Story, With Seating 

Accommodations for Five    

Hundred People.  

 Warrensburgh is to have a 

new theatre, devoted principally to 

the film drama. It will be the home 

of Fairyland, at present conducted 

in the Swan Block by G. W. Dick-

inson and Jerald La Rocque. The 

present quarters, too small to ac-

commodate the large audiences that 

regularly patronize the ñmovies,ò 
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PRESIDENTôS COLUMN 

       Tempus fugit when youôre having fun 

(which I guess it does, no matter what); so 

here we are sending you the Winter 2010 

issue of the Quarterly already. 

       Prizes were awarded in September to 

winners of our 4th and 9th grade historical 

writing contest, coordinated by Rosemary 

Maher.  Twenty-five people attended the 

event at the museum to see Tori Oehler, 

Nicole Tedrick, Garry Ross, and Katie Rid-

dle receive recognition for their efforts, now 

on display at the museum.  

       The Society has begun a new endeavor 

of video-taping interviews with individuals 

who tell us about things of historical interest 

in their own experiences.  Our brave pioneer 

in this was Ray Combs, who demonstrated 

operation of the ox yoke on display at the 

museum.  Ray was an appropriate first sub-

ject, and we can say ñbravoò- ten years ago 

he was interviewed at the Military History 

Museum in Saratoga Springs to tell the re-

markable story of his survival of a kamikaze 

attack against the aircraft carrier on which 

he served off Okinawa in 1945.  We hope to 

obtain a copy of that interview for the mu-

seum. 

       We hosted the annual meeting of the 

Warren County Historical Society in Octo-

ber.  The theme was Civil War experience 

by citizens and soldiers from Warren 

County.  John Hastings gave a discourse on 

his museum display. 

       The Graveyard Walks and Dinner With 

the Dead livened things up again this year.  

Orlando Bryant tried to make himself un-

derstood and repair his reputation as a 

chicken thief.  Great thanks go to Rita 

Ferraro for all her work in the production of 

this event, and to Filomena Riviello who 

trained the actors in her Actorsô Workshop.  

Following the walks, desserts at the Corner-

stone B&B and at the Maherôs were well 

attended and appreciated. 

    Another event on the educational front 

was a field trip on October 28th for John 

Burnsô environmental science high school 

class.  The class went to Pack Forest for a 

good look at eskers, took a hike on two of 

them, saw the old Woodward homestead, 

then journeyed to the old Bissell Farm just 

north of Croninôs Golf Resort, where they 

climbed a delta kame (like eskers, a kind of 

residual landform from glacial streams), 

saw where ferry service once operated 

across the Hudson, and had lessons in tree 

identification.  Proceeding to the fish hatch-

ery, they saw embankments revealing deep 
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gifts, and pulled out when tears 

were about to be shed, or a sneeze 

was on its way. They dabbed at lip-

stick, were sprinkled with perfume, 

and were even dropped in strategic 

locations to be picked up by that 

certain person.       

 The history of handkerchief 

bazaars, or hankie clubs, is an inter-

esting one which made headlines on 

more than one occasion. During the 

first two decades of the twentieth 

century, thousands of requests for 

handkerchiefs were printed on 

penny postage postcards and mailed 

to women across North America. 

One of the most famous of these 

resulted in the following New York 

Times headline:  

Mrs. Roosevelt Stops Gifts; De-

clines to Send Handkerchief to 

the Women of Minnesota.   

 The Minnesota Territorial 

Pioneers Association could thank 
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the women of Texas for Mrs. Roo-

seveltôs decision to abolish the 

White House Handkerchief Bureau 

after a group of Austin women la-

beled her donation to their handker-

chief bazaar, ña cheap cotton rag.ò      

 Finally some historians 

blame Little Lulu for the decline of 

the handkerchief. Used as an adver-

tising icon in the 1940's, the popu-

lar cartoon character touted the 

benefits of using disposable paper 

tissues, and sales of Kleenex 

soared. But cloth "hankies" had 

been losing ground to paper since 

1924, when Kleenex tissues were 

first marketed as cold-cream re-

movers. Almost immediately con-

sumers began using the disposables, 

instead, to blow their noses. 

 So ended the popular wide-

spread utilitarian use of the cloth 

hankie. Do any of our members 

remember anything about Hankie 

Clubs? Please contact John at 798-

0248 

 

The above article was taken from 

the following internet site: baum-

textile.com/cgi-bin/fabricshop/

gallery.cgi 

 

____________________________ 

 

The following is from the October 

16, 1908 New York Times: 

 

 

MRS. TAFT MAKES A GIFT  

Handkerchiefs for Sale at Working 

Girlôs Bazaar in Evansville 

 Evansville, Ind. Oct. 15. A 

dainty lace handkerchief, said to 

have been hemmed by Mrs. Wil-

liam Howard Taft herself, has been 

received by the Working Girlôs 

Auxiliary here for sale at the bazaar 

which it is proposed to conduct in a 

few days. When the auxiliary deter-

mined to open its bazaar, notice of 

the fact appeared in the papers, and 

the mail today brought the present 

from the wife of Judge Taft. 

 The handkerchief has been 

greatly admired, and many offers of 

purchase have been received, but 

the auxiliary girls feel that it will 

not only sell better at the bazaar, 

but will be a drawing card. 

 The handkerchief is of the 

sheerest linen, bordered with lace. 

No price has been put on the hand-

kerchief, but if it brings less than 

$100 there will be great disappoint-

ment. 
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This hankie was sent by ñBonnie Minor, 86 

Library  St. Warrensburg. New York.ò  

(1/4 view of hankie) 


