
 
.Clinton’s NY Brigade and Poor’s NH Brigade in the Mohawk region 
were to proceed southwest down the Susquehanna River and 
meet up with Gen. Sullivan’s force from Easton PA that was march-
ing northwest to Wyoming County (Wilkes Barre), and then pro-
ceeding up the Susquehanna.  They would join forces at Tioga and 
move northwest up the Chemung River. 
There are missing pages of Griffing’s diary from August 1778 when 
he was at White Plains until August 9, 1779 when his NY Brigade 
struck camp at Lake Otsego, loaded baggage into 
“battanes” (boats), and started down the Susquehanna River as it 
flows out of Lake Otsego.  The army had built a dam at the outlet 
to raise the lake level so that upon destruction of the dam, the 
river level would rise and the loaded boats be less likely to hit 
bottom in late summer shallow water. 
Griffing’s diary entries each day noted that they struck camp, load-
ed the boats, and proceeded down the river. He recorded the 
names of places where they encamped, and noted events of sig-
nificance that happened that day.  On August 13, 1779, they 
passed the Susquehanna tributary Unadilla River which marked a 
prior treaty boundary intended to separate settlers to the east 
from Iroquois to the west. Diary entries in italics. 
on the 17th of Aug’t 1779   
the Brigade Struck Camp and Loaded the Baggage and Proceeded 
Down the River as fur as Tuscarorier [Tuscarora] and there en-
camped and Destroying all the Settlements as we marched along 
on the 18th of Aug’t 1779   
We Struck camp Loaded the Baggage and Proceeded Down the 
River as fur as Chamingo [Chenango] Distroying the Castle and the 
whole Settlements of the Indians two men arried from Gen’l Poore 
this Day his Brigade Laying about 9 miles Down the Riv-
er                                                                 
Camp Chemingo Aug’t 19th 1779   
at the beating of the Gen’l [quarters?] we Struck Camp Loaded the 
baggage and Proceeded to join Gen’l Poors advanced party Con-
sisting of 1000 men detached from Gen’l Sullivan armey to escort 
us Down the river we joined him at Chugnut [Choconut, Broome 
Co.] and Proceed on to Owaygo [Owego] and there encamped  [At 
the deserted Indian town of Choconut, Poor’s detachment de-
stroyed the crops and burned the 60 buildings.]     Camp 
Fitchjeirls [Fitzgerald] Farms Aug’t 22 1779   

Griffing- continued from page 7 at the beating of the Gen’l we Struck camp Loaded the Baggage 
and Proceeded Down the River as far as Tiuga [Tioga] where we 
joined Gen’l Sillevans [Sullivan’s] armey we was Received by the 
Firing of thirteen cannon at the upper encampment and 7 at the 
Grand Incampment       
Editor’s note:  Where was Tioga? Several maps of the expedition 
(e.g., Gillett, “The Army Medical Department, 1775-1818,” page 
107) show Tioga on the Chemung River just above its confluence 
with the Susquehanna. Fort Sullivan was built at Tioga. The bor-
ough of Sayre PA is now located on this neck of land between the 
two rivers. 
Clinton’s and Sullivan’s forces joined at Tioga, then marched north-
west up the Chemung River. The Loyalists and Indians under But-
ler, knowing they were outnumbered, prepared a well-masked 
ambush on favorable high ground, but the van of Sullivan’s force, 
advancing cautiously, detected it.  The veterans of the New Hamp-
shire and New York regiments outmaneuvered the enemy at every 
step, despite the difficult uphill terrain and much enemy 
fire.  Griffing’s 4th NY was sent on a flanking move up and around 
the enemy’s position. It turned into a route. This Battle of New-
town, near today’s Elmira, was the only major battle of the expedi-
tion. Large cornfields and several dozen buildings were then de-
stroyed. The entries in Griffing’s diary recorded it succinctly. 
Camp Tiuga Augt 26, 1779   
The armey under the Command of Genl Sillevans struck Camp and 
marched about two o’clock 4 miles encamped Genl Hands Brigade 
in Front Genl Poors on the right Genl Maxwell on the left Genl Clin-
tons in the Rear the Cattal and Pack Horses in front of Genl Clin-
tons                                   
Camp Chemung Augt 29 1779   
on Sunday Marched out about three Miles where we attacked the 
Enemy drove them from there workes and pressed them up a very 
high Mountain they having the advantage fired upon us Killed and 
wounded 36 there Loss much Superior to ours. Lieut McColley hav-
ing his thigh Cut off Died of his wound and Cast Closs died with his 
wound and 4 soldiers with theres and all the others got well     
Camp 4 Miles above Newtown [now Elmira] Aug’t 30  
 200 Men Being Detached from Each Brigade to Destroy the Corn 
on the River on the same Night about 3 oClock the wounded was 
Sent Down to tiuga in Battows  
Griffing’s diary records 10 days of marches and encampments 
through swampy morass to Seneca Lake and north along its east-
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ern side.  They reached Conadasago (now Geneva), the 
“metropolis” of the Senecas, where they destroyed everything in 
this very productive agricultural area. In another week they passed 
Hanadague (Canandaigua), Hannanyanye (Honeoye), reached and 
crossed the Genesee River, destroying all the Iroquois towns and 
fields along the way. They were less than 50 miles from Lake Erie. 
Fighting had been sporadic but vicious since Newtown. Instances of 
extreme torture of captured soldiers occurred. Here are a few diary 
excerpts of the march from Newtown to Genesee. 
Camp September 1st 1779   
the armey marched on about four Miles where we Entered a Long 
Morass a swamp it being exceeding Bad Genl Clintons Brigade was 
in it until 12 o’clock the horses and Provisions left along the Roade 
we encamped in the Swamp with Great Confusion 
Camp Swamp Sept 2 1779   
After Collecting the Baggage and Provision the Brigade Marched on 
to join the armey at French Cotreens town [probably Catharine, 
Schuyler Co.] we arrived there about 12 o’clock and encamped 
Sept 7 1779   
the armey Marched on at North End of Sineca Lake which Leades 
into Lake Ontario then Marched on to Conadasago [Geneva] the 
metropolis of the Sinaces where we found a Child and then En-
camped 
Conadasago [Geneva] Septr 8 1779   
the armey Lay Still and Sent out Detachments to Destroy Corn 
Conadasago Septr 9 1779   
All the Sick was not able to Proceed on the Expedition was sent 
back to Tioga and about 12 o’clock the armey Marched onto the 
Nine Mile Creek and encamped 
Camp Hanadague [Canandaigua] Septr 11 1779   
about 4 o’clock the armey Struck Camp and marched onto Hannan-
yanye, about 14 Miles and encamped on the North end of the 
Lake [Honeoye] Distroyed the town 
Septr 13 1779  
 the armey Marched about two Miles to an Indian town Called 
Conough, where the armey halted  Lieut Boyd was Sent out with 12 
Riffel men 6 Musket Men was sarrounded by the Indians the armey 
Emediately Marched on to his Relief but was to Late there was 14 
Killed Seviral made there escape we Emediatly Sarrounded the 
town and we took Prossion of the town and encamped in the Night 
September 14 1779    
After Distroying town and Corn Struck Camp and Marched onto the 
Gennesee Flatts and forded the River then Prosceeded onto the 
Upper Gennesay town where we found Lieut Bayard and one of the 
Serjants who was inhumanely Murdered and Left on the Ground 
Camp Gennesay town Septr 15 1779   
the armey was ordered to Parade at 6 o’Clock to Distroy Corn 
where it was Burnt to Prevent its Falling into the hands of the ene-
my.  After Distroying the Corn and town and the expidition being 
complete about 2 o’Clock the armey Sot out on their return for Tio-
ga. Forded the Gennesey River and encamped on the Flats 
It being mid-September, the army turned around to head back to 
Tioga. From September 17-22 the army retraced its steps past the 
north end of lakes Honeoye, Canandaigua, and Seneca. From the 
north end of Seneca Lake, two regiments continued east to the 
north end of Cayuga Lake, proceeding south on both sides of the 
lake to ravage villages and fields of the Cayugas, whose warriors, 
and those of the Senecas, had been the two principal antagonists 
of the American settlers in 1778. Some maps show that another 
detachment was sent south along the west side of Seneca Lake 
which had not been ravaged on the advance march.   
Gennesey Flats Sept’r 16 1779  - the armey Marched on to the Low-
er town then marched on and took the Dead which was killed on 
the 13th instant and we burried 14 with the Honors of war and en-
camped 
A week later, the army reached the Chemung at Ft. Reed, site of 
the Newtown battle near Elmira. 

Sept’r 23 1779  
 the armey marched on to French Cattreens town [Catharine] where 
the armey Halted then Marched on to the Ege of the Long Swamp 
and Encamped on the 24th Instant Struck Camp at 5 oClock and 
Crossed the Morass and arrived at Fort Reed where our Stores were 
sent to and was Received by the Fireing of 13 Cannon from the Fort 
and we returned the Same Compliment from the armey and en-
camped 
Fort Reed Sept’r 25 1779  at 5 oClock the armey Paraded for futur 
joy for our New Alliance with the King of Spane, Fiared 13 Cannon 
then a running fire from wright to Left of the armey the Gen’l made 
a Present of one ox for the officers of each Brigade and 5 Gallons of 
Spirits on the account of the joy assembled and eat and Drink the 
Following Toasts 1st for Congress 2” the United States 3d the King 
of Spain and three Cheers for each by the whole armey 
Fort Reed Sept’r 26 1779  Dined on the remainder of our Ox 
Fort Reed Sept’r 27 1779   
detachment under the Command of Col Courtland went up the Tio-
ga River to Distroy Corn and Returned about 8 oClock at Night and 
on the 28th Instant the Same Command was ordered to go up the 
River about 12 Miles on the Same Business where we tarried that 
Night 
This is the last mention in the diary of destroying corn. The Tioga 
River flows into the Chemung from the south about 15 miles up-
stream (west) from Elmira.  It is not to be confused with the Tioga 
where the two armies joined, which is farther yet down the river. 
From Ft. Reed the army marched southeast down river to 
Chemung. 
Camp Chemung Sept’r 30 1779   
the armey Marched and arived at tioga about 3 oClock where we 
was Received by the Fireing of 13 Cannon from the Fort the Same 
returned from the armey and then marched Down to the Point and 
incamped an Entertainment was made for all the officers of the 
armey we Dined at Fort Sullivan then Returned to camp - So ends 
the month 
By October 7 the army had marched down the Susquehanna to 
Wyoming and a week later had marched to Easton whence Sulli-
van’s force had started.  Clinton’s New York Brigade and Poor’s 
New Hampshire Brigade then crossed the Delaware and marched 
through New Jersey and were reviewed by General  Washing-
ton.  Griffing was given leave and set out  for Connecticut to visit 
relatives and friends and crossed over the Sound to Long Island.  He 
returned to the army at Morristown on January 25, 1780. 
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