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DUTIES OF A TOWN HISTORIAN AND 
HOW IT APPLIES TO MY JOB—PART II 

By Sandi Parisi  

1. Research and Writing:  Interpreting 
aspects of one’s jurisdiction for publica-
tion.  
-  Warrensburgh-Thurman Historical Soci-
ety Quarterly:  To date I have written 49 
articles for the Quarterly entitled Histori-
ans Corner 
-  “200 Years of People, Places and 
Events”:  In 2013 when Warrensburg was 
celebrating its bicentennial, I published 
with the help of many members of the 
Society a book entitled “200 Years of Peo-
ple, Places and Events.”  Through the So-
ciety, we have printed two Editions both 
of which sold out.  We are currently up-
dating the book and a third edition will be 
coming out.   
-  2013 Calendar:  My husband Steve and I 
worked together to publish the 2013 cal-
endar which included events and photos 
for every day of the year.  
-  Town of Warrensburg Newsletter:  I am 
the editor for this publication 
-  Correspondence:  I receive many emails, 
phone calls, letters and visits from people 
asking about properties, people and 
events.  I attempt to answer all of the 
questions which often takes quite a bit of 
time and research.  

THE RIFLE 
by Gary Martin 

In March of 1900 Rexford Reynolds was 
born in the back woods of Mill Creek, 
known today as Garnet Lake.  He was my 
Grandfather, a man I deeply loved and 
admired. 

About the age of three, he and the family 
moved to Bowen Hill here in Thurman, 
living on his Mother’s family farm for 
about four years.  Somewhere around 
1910 Great Grampa bought the farm 
down on the river.  There were 360 acres 
of fields and trees and in the Hudson Riv-
er three islands the biggest about 25 
acres which were used as  hay fields and 
at times for planting corn, potatoes, and 
at times, buckwheat.   

Gramp Reynolds childhood was spent on 
this farm. He learned at early age the 
meaning of hard work, helping his father 
with all the chores a hard scrabble farm 
requires, and even as an old man Gramp 
had hands that when they got ahold of 
something it was going to move. 

Roaming and hunting those river moun-
tains, Gramp soon knew them like the 
back of his hand. He was never afraid of 
the woods he explored as a boy. When 
time allowed you would find him in the 
woods, swimming in the river or hunting 
and fishing. These were favorite past 
times for a young boy growing into man-
hood. 

At about the age of ourteen Gramp left 
school to work with his father farming 
and logging. Gramp bought his first work 
horse, a big lankly grey named Ted which 
he hired out to work for other farms  

Ensign Griffing’s War Diary 
Sullivan Campaign of 1779 

By Keith Rouleau 
Edited by Paul Gilchrist  

In the last installment of Stephen 
Griffing’s Diary, we left off where Wash-
ington ordered a military expedition 
against the Iroquois and Loyalists in west-
ern New York as reprisal for their destruc-
tive raids upon the frontier settlements of 
New York and Pennsylvania in 1778 that 
were crippling the Continental Army by 
depriving it of food and spreading terror 
by slaughtering settlers and taking others 
prisoner. The Mohawk and Susquehanna 
regions suffered greatly.  

After Washington’s 1778 campaign of 
chasing the British as they marched back 
to New York City from Philadelphia, the 
Continental Army reëstablished a strong 
position on the Hudson north of the city. 
Ensign Griffing’s 4th NY Regiment was 
transferred in 1778 from Gen. Poor’s New 
Hampshire Brigade to the New York Bri-
gade of Gen. James Clinton, brother of 
New York Governor George Clinton.  The 
4th NY was sent in the fall of 1778 to sum-
mer 1779 to garrison posts in the Mo-
hawk Valley and to build fortifications in 
the Canajoharie region which was under 
constant threat. 

In response to the critical situation, Wash-
ington committed a large part of the Con-
tinental Army to destroying the ability of 
the Six Nations, particularly the Cayugas 
and Senecas, to wage war on the Ameri-
cans. To this end, an expedition was or-
dered known as the Clinton-Sullivan Cam-
paign of 1779 or “the Sullivan Raid.” Its 
goal was the extirpation of Cayuga and 
Seneca villages and food supplies, forcing 
them to flee westward to the protection 
of the British base at Niagara.  

Rifle- continued on page 6 Griffing- continued on Insert 

Duties—continued on page 3 
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President’s Column 

Gary Bivona recently notified the Board of 
Directors that he must resign his seat on 
the Board and his rôle as President of the 
Society due to health issues. This is a big 
loss to the Board, but Gary will stay  in-
volved as a guide at the Museum. His ten-
ure since November 2021 has been a very 
productive period for the Society, thanks 
to Gary’s management style that has en-
couraged active participation by all Board 
members in the planning and accomplish-
ment of our goals & mission. 

In June the Society held a mega-raffle, 
thanks in particular to assistance from Pat 
Nugent, a friend of the Society who was 
experienced with this sort of event.  The 
two grand prizes, A & B, consisted of 
many individual prizes whose total value 
exceeded $3,000 for each of the two win-
ners.     

In June, many people took a chance at our 
second Bingo event held at the Masonic 
Lodge. We will play Bingo twice more this 
year - on August 25 and again later in the 
fall.  Check our Bingo ad elsewhere in this 
issue for more info. 

Again this year in June, the fourth grade 
classes came to the Museum with their 
teachers and were guided by several of 
our Board members around the exhibits. 

On August 18 will be our Sticky Wicket 
Croquet Games and Picnic at the Fish 
Hatchery starting at noon.  See our ad in 
this issue and on the Society’s FaceBook.  

We have continued to place historic site 
marker signs in both Warrensburg and 
Thurman.  You can check them out if you 
go to the Society’s Facebook, then scroll 
down.  Most recently, we’ve focused on 
historic sites in Thurman.  

Until next time, keep looking backwards 

Paul Gilchrist 

PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  EMAIL BOARD  MEMBERS  

SOCIETY SPOT 

The WTHS is exploring the possibility 
of providing more digital content to 

our members. 

In order to move forward with this, 
we need to have a more accurate 

contact information on file. 

If you are interested in receiving up-
dates and other digital content, 

please email us at 
whs7396@yahoo.com with your cur-
rent email address and or cell phone 

number. 

If you would like to join and  
receive the Quarterly by mail, please send 
a check for the amount of the membership 

classification, with name, address, and 
phone number, and if a graduate of WCS , 

your year of graduation   
 

Online Enrollment Available 

www.whs12885.org 

Membership Rates 

Students $5.00 Contributing $60.00 

Individual $15.00 Business $55.00 

Family $25.00 Institutional $100.00 

Sr. (62+) $12.00 Life  

(Individual only)  

$350.00  

Sr. Family $20.00 

NOTICE 
The recording of history is an interpre-

tive, and ever changing  study. There-

fore, the Warrensburgh –Thurman His-

torical Society, and its of Board of Direc-

tors, or members shall not be held liable 

for the accuracy, or authenticity of the  

material herein. 

Warrensburgh-Thurman  

Historical Society 

Website:   www.whs12885.org 

Email:  whs7396@yahoo.com 

If your email has changed, please 

update the Society at: 

whs7396@yahoo.com 

PRESIDENT:  Paul Gilchrist 
VICE PRESIDENT:  Laura Moore 

   TREASURER: Yvonne West  
SECRETARY:  Manu Davidson 

Mark Brown—Dave Nabozny -  Gary  
& Miles Martin  -  Kelley Baker 

Shelby Burkhardt     Harold McKinney 
Myra Volpeus, Linda Hall 

MUSEUM DIRECTOR: Laura Moore 
TOWN HISTORIAN: Sandi Parisi 

BOARD MEETINGS 
The Board of Directors will meet  

in the Town Historian’s Office at 6:30 

PM on the FIRST Wednesday of each 
month in the Shirt Factory Building at 

89 River Street.  
Thurman dates to be determined 

EDITORS 
Sharon Stone 

dennae@frontiernet.net 

SENIOR EDITOR  
Sandi Parisi 

sandi.parisi@gmail.com 

²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǝƻƴǎΣ  
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QUARTERLY INFORMATION 

Upcoming Events 
Sticky Wicket—08/18/2024 

Bingo—8/25/2024 

St.Cecilia's 50th Anniversary –Aug TBD 

Bingo—08/25/2024—Masonic Lodge 

Graveyard Walks—09/2024 

Robert Garrow Movie Showing—9/2024 

Garage Sale Week-end—10/4-6/2024 

     Book sales at the museum 

Thurman Fall Farm Tour—10/12/2024 

Thurman Days— 10/2024 

Bingo—11/10/2024—Masonic Lodge 

Christmas in Warrensburgh—12/7,8/2024 

     Book sales at the museum 

Holiday Dinner—Dec TBD 

Warrensburgh-Thurman  
Historical Society  

Quarterly Copyright 2024 

CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE 
Paul Gilchrist, Sandi Parisi, Gary Martin 

.ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ DŀǊȅ aŀǊǝƴ ŀƴŘ aȅǊŀ  
±ƻǇƭŜǳǎΣ ¢ƘǳǊƳŀƴ ¢ƻǿƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘ ǎƘƻǇ ƛƴ !ǘƘƻƭΦ 

ό¢ƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǾŜǊǝŎŀƭΦύ 
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2. Teaching and Public Presenta-
tions:   Being a resource for teachers, 
students and community members 

¶ Bicentennial:  In the fall of 2008 I met 
with the 5th grade students at War-
rensburg Elementary School.  These 
students would be graduating in 
2013, the year of Warrensburg’s bi-
centennial.  We discussed the im-
portance of recording history and, 
especially for them, identifying, with 
their parents help, family photo-
graphs. These students wrote letters 
to their future selves about what 
they are doing, their likes and inter-
ests and more.  They addressed the 
envelopes to themselves to be 
opened in 2013 during the bicenten-
nial.  We held a party at the 
school.  What a good time we had 
reading the letters.  They laughed so 
much at the things they had written 
about.  

¶ Museum of Local History:  Our muse-
um, which is owned by the town, is 
located in what was once the Odd 
Fellow Hall built in 1926.  When the 
museum moved in, there were two 
skeletons left in the building which 
were a part of the Odd Fellows cere-
monies.  Through my research I dis-
covered that a large cemetery plot 
had been donated by a past Odd Fel-
low for any Odd Fellow that could not 
afford a plot.  With the help of Funer-
al Director John Alexander, we creat-
ed the event “ Burial of the Unknown 
Odd Fellows.”  John donated a grave-
stone and the remains inside of two 
wooden caskets were driven in the 
hearse to the cemetery. Two minis-
ters performed a ceremony, and the 
ancient bones finally had a resting 
place 

tearing it down and building a Dollar Gen-
eral store. As it turned out, it was not an 
allowed use in that zone. 

-  I later became a member of the plan-
ning board but was not able to stop the 
second try for Dollar General. There's 
nothing in the zoning regulations that 
would allow us to deny the application 
and it now sits next to the museum, and 
actually took away one of our driveways. 

-  I work at the Museum one day a week, 
with my trusted sidekick Char Bivona, 
entering all the donations the museum 
receives. Each item is photographed, or 
scanned if it is on paper, given a number 
and entered into the Past Perfect pro-
gram, which is online as well. We now 
have over 10,000 items in the museum. 

4. Organization and Advocacy - Organiz-
ing direct commemoration of historical 
anniversaries and participation in other 
civic or patriotic observations.  Historians 
may be asked to provide historical re-
sources, raise funds, write grants and lob-
by for initiatives to promote community 
history. 

-  Bicentennial Parade:  This was a collab-
oration between the Historical Society 
and the Town.  I organized a parade from 
the Bandstand to the fairgrounds,  Com-
munity members and businesses created 
floats, one of which included a very large 
replica of the Floyd Bennett bandstand.  It 
was a beautiful day and the parade was 
followed by a picnic.  

-  In 2001 I worked with the Chamber of 
Commerce to create a month-long scare-
crow festival. I established a Graveyard 
Walk  held two evenings in October, Din-
ner With the Dead on the third evening, 
and 5th grade visited during the day. 
Since its origin, over 70 individuals have 
been portrayed. In 2006 the Historical 
Society assumed full responsibility for 
those events.  

- In 2022 I approached the town board to 
ask them if we could have an annual 
Floyd Bennett day.  They agreed and May 
9th  was chosen as Floyd Bennett Day. 
May 9th,  2023 was the first official Floyd 
Bennett Day Celebration. We didn't have 
much time to prepare but we held a small 
celebration at the bandstand.  Yvonne 
West arranged for her  husband to do a 
flyover during the celebration. I read a 
short history of Floyd Bennet and memo-
rial flowers were  placed by the band-
stand. 

3. Historic Preservation: Encourage sav-
ing the buildings, environment, manu-
scripts, other records and artifacts that 
document a community’s material cul-
ture. 

-  Warrensburgh-Thurman Historical Soci-
ety:  I have been a member of the Society 
since 1990 and have served on the Board 
for many years.  I also helped the Society 
recreate the Warrensburgh Museum of 
Local History. The Museum was started in 
1976 for the U.S. Bicentennial and was 
run for many years by a single wom-
an.  After she died, it became a burden to 
the town and they closed it in 2001.  The 
Historical Society approached the town 
board and asked if they could take it 
over.  The Town agreed and began restor-
ing the second floor which had been the 
Odd Fellows space.  Before restoration 
could begin, the pigeons and their leav-
ings had to be removed. While that was 
happening the Society began packing up 
the contents of the first floor which was 
also in very poor condition.  When the 
second floor was completed we moved 
everything upstairs and began to plan the 
storage, workspace, office etc. 

¶ The Town began the work on the first 
floor and when that was finished my 
husband created the space for the 
future museum. After that was com-
plete myself and other volunteers 
and members of the Society started 
filling spaces that eventually told the 
entire story of our community.   

-  Warrensburgh Beautification had creat-
ed a comprehensive study of all of the 
historic homes in the hamlet of Warrens-
burg.  The State and National registers of 
historic preservation went through the 
study and over 400 properties were ap-
proved to be on their registers.  This is the 
largest collection of properties on the 
historic register from Saratoga to Canada.  
With this database and the help of a web-
site designer, I created a website  
ǿŀǊǊŜƴǎōǳǊƎƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜǘǊŀƛƭΦƻǊƎΣ  which in-
cludes photos and histories of all 400 
properties.  The site includes walking 
tours which can be done individually or as 
a scheduled event with a tour guide.   We 
also created a program whereby property 
owners can purchase circa plaques with 
the original name of the property owner 
and the date it was built.  

-  One of the things I am most proud of is 
that my husband and I, through hours of 
research and attending planning board 
meetings, were able to stop Dollar Gen-
eral from buying the Miles Thomas house, 

{ŀƴŘƛ tŀǊƛǎƛ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ CƭƻȅŘ .ŜƴƴŜǧ 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ CƭƻȅŘ .ŜƴƴŜǧ 5ŀȅ 

Duties—continued  from page 1 



4 

Floyd Bennett Day 2024 WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT  

YOUR ECLIPSE EXPERIENCE 

The Society & Museum Celebrated the Eclipse with a program at the 

Glen Highland Meadows on March 31st and at The Richards Library 

on April 5th.  Dean Moore provided an audience of over 50 folks be-

tween the two programs. The syzygy of the Sun, Moon and Earth 

made the event spectacular.   

We are working on a project to record  the “Eclipse Experiences” of 

our residents, visitors and members.  Please  take a moment to com-

plete an Eclipse Memory Card as soon as possible. We are looking for 

your thoughts and your photos or drawings.  Use the QR code to the 

right to access the memory card templates.  

Scan for fillable  

Memory Card 

Councilman Brian Rounds, SWTHS Board Member David 

Nabozny, Town Historian Sandi Parisi, Volunteer Liz Sebald, 

Clair Bates.  Also present Museum Director Laura Moore. 

 Warrensburg's iconic Floyd Bennett Memorial Bandstand 

in the background 

[ƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǎ WƻƘƴƴȅ tŀǊƪŜǊ ǎŎǊƻƭƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ  

ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǎƭƛŘŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ WǳƴŜ мǎǘ ¢ƘǳǊƳŀƴ  

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƭƛŘŜ {Ƙƻǿ 

WƻƘƴƴȅ tŀǊƪŜǊ ŀƴŘ aȅǊŀ ±ƻƭǇŜǳǎ 

ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊƳŀƴ 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƭƛŘŜ {Ƙƻǿ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ мΦ  

tŀǳƭ DƛƭŎƘǊƛǎǘ ϧ ²ŀǊǊŜƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅΣ b¸ 

IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ {ǘŀƴ /ƛŀƴŦŀǊŀƴƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ 

²ŀǊǊŜƴǎōǳǊƎΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǊǎ 

.ƻŀǊŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 

DŀǊȅ .ƛǾƻƴŀ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǿƛŦŜ /ƘŀǊƭŜƴŜ ŀƴŘ 

¢ƻǿƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ 

{ŀƴŘƛ tŀǊƛǎƛ Ŝƴπ

ƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǿƻƭǳƴπ

ǘŜŜǊ ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΦ 

Copies available at 

the Museum or by 

calling the  Thur-

man Town Hall 

(518) 623-9649 

https://www.google.com/search?q=thurman+town+hall&rlz=1C1RXQR_enUS1009US1009&oq=thurman+town+hall&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCDM2ODZqMGo3qAIIsAIB&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
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Kerrie Mosher Debbie Hall Beth Ligon Rebecca Gamble Richard Wallace Florence Blanchard 

ADIRONDACK WILDLIFE PROGRAM 
On Saturday, July 20, at the Warrensburgh Museum a program 
on Adirondack Wildlife was presented by retired DEC wildlife fish 
and game expert Mark Brown, co-author of "The American Bea-
ver." In the photo below are examples of the lynx, marten, otter, 
and fisher. Numerous other creatures were also discussed, in-
cluding bears, deer, grouse, moose, coyote, and, of course, the 
beaver, our state mammal - all followed by much audience par-
ticipation with many questions, comments, and anecdotes about 
experiences with wild creatures.  

Congratulations to our BINGO Winners 

AARCH TOUR 
35 AARCH Tour attendees began their day at the museum .  
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around, skidding out a winter’s wood and 
other jobs that needed a work horse.  My 
grandfather was a natural horseman, very 
patient in teaching his horse and later the 
team of Topsey and Charlie that I knew 
when I was a young boy. Horses can be 
dangerous at times when making hitches 
but Gramp kept them calm by talking to 
them, the sound of his voice reassuring 
them.   

A startled horse could kick and kill a man 
who was in the way.  When Gramp was 
working around the business end, bent 
over and attaching the chains to the even-
ers, he would place his hand on his horses 
as he walked back to hitch them up, all 
the while talking in a calm voice keeping 
them patient as they waited on him.  

One of these days I will talk about haying 
the islands as best as I can recall, but for 
now I want to tell you about a hunting 
story of Gramps. Venison was part of the 
family’s need and helped with providing 
meat. 

One fall day Gramp was out hunting fol-
lowing a dry creek, slow and quiet, trying 
to spot a deer before it spotted him.  
Hunting is slow business requiring pa-
tience and a sharp pair of eyes. Gramp 
had hunted here many times but on this 
day as he glanced a large hemlock on the 
bank something caught his eye.  Walking 
over he found a rifle leaning against this 
hemlock.  The rifle had been there for 
some time and the tree had grown 
around the barrel of this gun three or four 
inches. 

Gramp must have walked past this spot a 
thousand or more times and never no-
ticed this gun. A percussion rifle in perfect 
condition, called a Pennsylvania half stock 
about a thirty six caliber, still with a half a 
charge of powder still in the gun. I have 
thought about this for many years.  Who 
was the owner, was he trying to reload, 
why did he leave it behind?  This rifle sat 
in the gun cabinet at Gramp’s home and 
whenever I was out there I would ask if I 
could get that gun out and look at it.   
Being raised in a hunting family we 
learned at an early age how to handle 
guns and very carefully, I would remove 
the rifle from the cabinet and set it on the 
dining room table.  Using a magnifying 
glass, I went over that old rifle. There 
were no markings which meant that this 
was made in a gunsmith’s shop, a one-of-

a-kind. The nagging question was always 
who and why, because this was a percus-
sion rifle which dated it to the early eight-
een hundreds. 

It also begged the question of how long 
had this rifle stood there leaning against 
that hemlock. Because the rifle barrel was 
embedded deep into this tree, Gramp 
figured it was well over seventy-five years 
because hemlocks are slow growing. 

One weekend I was out to the farm help-
ing Gramp and I got that old rifle down 
and looked it over again as I had done 
many times before   This time, I noticed 
on the stock’s  brass butt plate was a 
name scratched, likely with knife point. 
The name was Nathan, written in old style 
of writing. Who in hell was Nathan and 
why did he leave this valuable rifle there, 
something very much needed for life back 
then? To this day we don’t know and can 
at best only speculate about this mystery. 
I think old Nathan is laying at rest very 
near his rifle, befalling to an accident or 
killed by a bear or mountain lion. These 
questions and wonderings will likely never 
be answered. 

However, I was talking to cousin who still 
lives on the farm and he told the follow-
ing story.  He was hunting alone up on the 
river mountains when he saw a man walk-
ing down thru the woods. Thinking this 
was funny, he hollered at him wanting to 
know why there was a trespasser in his 
woods.  To his amazement the man kept 
walking till he disappeared out of sight. 
Walking down where this man was seen, 
not a foot print was found.  Thinking 
about this later my cousin said this man 
wasn’t dressed in modern style hunting 
clothes, was a little spooky and hasn’t 
been seen since.  Maybe old Nathan?  

You make this out anyway you want to 
but I will say this - these old mountains 
here in the Lower Adirondacks hold many 
secrets.  Generations have lived and died 
here which is something to be mindful of 
as we travel the back roads.  We too shall 
pass thru here but once and some distant 
generation will wonder about us and the 
life we lived here in the mountains we call 
home.  

As always, Gary 

MYSTERY PHOTOS FROM LAST ISSUE 
tŀǳƭ DƛƭŎƘǊƛǎǘ 

The first photo was of Maye's Store on 
River Street just as you cross the Woolen 
Mill Bridge and across the street from the 
old Wayside Inn (now Spirits Tav-
ern).  Harold McKinney noted that it had 
also been called Dud’s, after Dudley Cam-
eron, who had owned it.  It’s now Ameri-
can Legion Post 446.  Five readers 
guessed Maxim’s, which looks a bit simi-
lar, but is almost half a mile up the street 
and beside the river.  Ennis Geraghty from 
Montana observed that the tree behind 
the store would have been out in the riv-
er.  Those who got it right, besides Harold, 
were Jack Toney, Bob Bradley, Gary Mar-
tin, Ben Gurney from Arizona, and Bill & 
Linda Lamy. Jack mentioned that Henry 
Maye was one who offered some assis-
tance when his IGA store burned 
down.  Ben recalled working for the Coun-
ty doing road surveying in summers circa 
1960, and they would stop at Maye’s 
store coming back into town from Thur-
man for ice cream and something to 
drink.  Bill & Linda Lamy remembered 
they would walk across the one-lane 
bridge from Milton Avenue to go there; it 
was 10¢ for a 12-oz. bottle of soda and 5¢ 
for a Hershey Bar.  The owners, Henry and 
Olga, were very friendly. 
The covered bridge is at the Toad Hill Ma-
ple Farm on Charles Olds Road in Athol.  I 
believe it’s on the verge of being historic, 
as there are only two others in Warren 
County.  One is at the Lake George RV 
Park, crossing over the old D&H RR bed, 
giving guests access to the bike path.  The 
other is just north of Homer Point on Lake 
George and serves to connect the Three 
Brothers Islands as part of the residences. 
Readers who guessed the photo correctly 
were Kevin Geraghty, Ben Gurney, Bob 
Bradley, Gary Martin, and Bill & Linda 
Lamy.  Thanks to everyone who partici-
pated. 

Rifle- continued from page 1 
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roof or siding damage.  Four houses 
(probably more) had extensive damage, 
and one in particular was completely cov-
ered with fallen trees.   

As we have seen in the news every spring, 
tornadoes cause catastrophic damage in 
the Midwest; perhaps you recall aerial 
photos of buildings leveled to the ground 
in the news every year.  Most of the dam-
age produced by the “Tripp Pond Torna-
do” was from trees trunks and branches 
falling on houses, cars, and roads. Fortu-
nately, there were no serious injuries re-
ported, and most cleanup  will be com-
pleted in several weeks.  However, a few 
locations will take considerable time and 
resources to mend.  A house near the 
south end of Tripp Pond had severe dam-
age with a large tree across the roof and a 
debris field around the house.  

Stories of the tornado event were plenti-
ful and quickly shared among the resi-
dents.  Everyone has a story, here are a 
few:  

One woman, said, “Yes, it sounded like a 
train.  I went to the basement with some 
blankets and sat on the floor in my down 
stairs bathroom.”  

Another person said, “Heard the storm, 
looked out, and immediately sat next to a 
strong interior wall.   After the storm 
passed, I went outside and all I could see 
is uprooted trees around my home, like 
fallen toothpicks.”  

A third person, arrived home a few 
minutes before the storm hit.  She said, 
“Went outside after the storm passed and 
saw the road I just travelled was impassa-
ble with many fallen trees. I would have 
been killed.”  

The stories about the ‘Tripp Pond Torna-
do’ will continue with people who lived 
through it.  Eventually, time will pass, 
nature will heal the land, and the event 
will be forgotten, that is, until it occurs 
again.  

 
Tornado Reporting 
 
https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/
stories/tornado-upstate-new-york-
adirondacks 
 
https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/
stories/two-additional-tornadoes-
confirmed-adirondacks-july 

On Tuesday, July 16, 2024, at 5:22 pm EDT 
a small tornado touched ground near The 
Glen, New York, along State Route 28, 
about 7 miles southwest of Chestertown, 
New York.  About 5 minutes later the tor-
nado traveled 3.69 miles to the northeast 
reaching the southern outskirts of Tripp 
Pond near State Route 9.   
The map below shows the ending path of 
the Chestertown Tornado just south of 
Tripp Lake Pond. (I prefer to call it the 
‘Tripp Pond Tornado’.) The path in this 
area was about 500 feet wide, and from 
where damage was observed to its end 
point the path was about 3,500 feet.  The 
funnel was not visible because of the tor-
rential rain at the time it passed.  A rather 
weak tornado, it was rated EF-0 on the 
Fujita Scale, and it had a maximum wind 
speed of 85 mph.   

The Adirondack Explorer, an Internet 
news source, described the tornado 
event, “The tornado in Warren County 
that briefly hit Chestertown was weaker 
(than the others), an EF-0 with maximum 
winds of 85 mph, but it still downed sev-
eral trees and utility poles.”  The damage 
was much more significant, an estimated 
thousand or more large trees were dis-
lodged, roads were closed stranding resi-
dents and guests for hours, utilities were 
down for 1-3 days, and many houses had 

‘TRIPP POND TORNADO’  
JULY 16, 2024  

.ȅ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ ±Φ {ƻǊǊŜƴǝƴƻ  

Many more tornadoes occur in the U.S. 
than anywhere else on Earth.  In the mid 
20th century the number of annual torna-
does identified in the U.S. was about 600 
per year, but today the number is twice 
that.  This increase in tornadoes is 
attributed to improved weather detecting 
technology, and possibly climate change. 
A tornado is a violently spinning column 
of air extending vertically from cloud to 
ground.  They are most commonly associ-
ated with thunderstorms, but hurricanes 
can also produce tornadoes.    

In the U.S. cool-dry air  from Canada and 
warm-moist air from the Gulf of Mexico 
commonly clash in Central U. S., especially 
in the spring, producing a rash of torna-
does on the Midwest flat lands between 
the Rocky and Appalachian Mountains.  
Because of the great number of violent 
tornadoes formed in this area, it is known 
as “Tornado Alley.”  However, tornadoes 
can form in every state, and every type of 
terrain on Earth.  Yes, Alaska and Hawaii 
have had tornado events.  In New York 
State tornadoes are relatively rare, having 
only 514 tornadoes since 1952; averaging 
7.2 tornadoes per year.  In the Adiron-
dacks tornadoes are very rare, and yet on 
July 16, 2024, five short-lived tornadoes 
touched down in the Adirondack moun-
tainous terrain according to the National 
Weather Service  

Estimated Tornado Path 

Adapted 

From: 

National 

Weather 

Service 

Map 

aŀǇ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ Ψ¢ǊƛǇǇ tƻƴŘ ¢ƻǊƴŀŘƻΩ 
ǇŀǘƘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘΦ ¢ƛƳŜ ŘǳǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƻǊƴŀŘƻ ǇŀǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘǿƻ 

ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΥ рΥнт-рΥнф ǇƳ 95¢Φ  

https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/tornado-upstate-new-york-adirondacks
https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/tornado-upstate-new-york-adirondacks
https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/tornado-upstate-new-york-adirondacks
https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/two-additional-tornadoes-confirmed-adirondacks-july
https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/two-additional-tornadoes-confirmed-adirondacks-july
https://www.adirondackexplorer.org/stories/two-additional-tornadoes-confirmed-adirondacks-july


8 

M YSTERY  PHOTOS  
 

If you can identify these  
photos and their locations,  

please email Paul at prg12885@aol.com   
or leave a voicemail at  

518-623-3162. 

Photo Credit:  Dr. Daniel Way 


